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WAR IN 1RELAVP

BuT T00 M4hNYy PE0OPLE RE, STILL SITTIN6 bN THE FENCE

Six months ago an English anarchist paper WTote that

“..the Whole question of political status is meaningful

on1ly at the point where it becomes meaningless- Whenl

all prisoners are regarded as political.「 On May 21st,

tWwo more hunger strikers died in the Maze prison

demanding it、 That week six British soldiers Were

killed,and the British army shot dead tW0 more

civilians using plastic bullets、One of them “Was

tWelye yeaTs old .

If the civilian population in the rest of the United

Kingdom is blissfully ignorant about what“s going

on in the six cpuntry Northenl Ireland state,thenl

What have revolutionaries in Bngland been doing?

Keeping their heads down,hsually:,By“concen-

trating only on the “human right“ issues raised by the

British occupuation of the six counties - repTessive

legislation, police brutality, the Diplock courts,

and So on - they haye manged to avoied appearing

to suPport violent resistance、Afraid of getting their

principles wet,we have heard them deny SupPort to

the -Block prisoners on the grounds that they are

dem anding something all prisoners deservVe ; seent

others turn their backs on the War because they

object to the politics of Sinn Fein and the Irish

Republican Socialist Party ; and others still dismisss

the stuggle of the catholic minority against the

state as merely“armed patriarchy“.。 In other Words,

they may admit that the British army is fighting a

colonial War ; they may accept that Teligious Sectar-

ianism is a weapon of loyalist rule ; tbey may com-

plain about the army , the Ulster Constabulary ,

the loyalist paramilitaries, the judidiary - but so long

as the conflict doesnt fall neatly into their models

of revolution,they prefer to remain at a distanlce.

The sharper the conflict becomes, the less they Want

to face the question of supporting the armed strUggle.

Their attutude is one of militant non-ntervention .

Troops Out of Ireland: Self determination for the

Irish People as a Whole : Let them Sort it Out Them-

E

Of course there is no British solntion, political or

military. But there“「s no Irish solution either.。 You

could fiddle around with county boundaries all you

liked, even end the partition of Ireland , but the con-

stitution of the J 灭

.

and the use of troops is only

0ne of the ways in which the British Iuling class

underpins and guarantees its counterpPart in Ireland ,

including the Orange Tuling class in the six counties.

In fact before the hungerstrikes, they Were gradually

trying to hand over control of the streets to the

Ulster police - a policy which they hayve since been

forced to abandon.

So it「s about time more people realised that the

War is not sim ply a “national liberation struggle“、The

conditions of life for workers in Ireland have long

丁 een Worse than those in Britain, partly as a Tesult

 

of centuries of imperial subjugation ; the prosperity

of British “capitalism , along With the organisin g

rights and civ训 freedoms of British workers,are

partly a benefit of the denial of even that limited

freedom and prosperity by “the colonial power in

other countries, including Ireland. If this is so, then

the condition of the catholic minority in the North-

ern 奴 Orking class$ - before and since the partition of

Ireland in 1921 - has been doubly oppressive. 1 am

not going to quote the facts and figures of social

and political history in the six Gounty state. If you

live there you know all about 让 ; if you don“t, read

Michael Farrells Nor在ern Ireland -机 e0range State.

The protestant boss class has Iuled absolutely and ex-

clusively since the state Was created : rejecting the co-

operation of middle-class catholics,they haye used

their political and paramilitary machine to promote

sectarian divisions in the Working class. Descendants

of the Anglican and Presbyterian colonists Who orig-

inally disposessed the Irish population,they have

used religious bigotry and a measure of privilieged

treatment to keep “the all-important support of
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Working-class protestants. This power has always been
backed up with armed force、 The protestant police

and protestant paramilitary groups haye enjoyed an

almost unbroken license to intimidate and kill cath

olic Workers in defence of their privilieges, and When

they _couldn“t hold the line they always had the

British army to do the job for them .

On only one or tWo occasions has the traditional all-

eigance of protestant Workers to their bosses come

under serious threat.During the depression of the

1930s social conditions Were so bad that many

protestant Workers - realising they ahd n6 more

privilieges left to lose - joined catholics in a series

of strikes and riots.。 Protestant bosses,however,

Tegained control by alleging that the _demonst#-

ations Were Teally a papist plot : the catholic church

played its part by telling catholic workers they Were

being manipulated by communists,The so-called

Labour Movement,in Britain as

_

well as Ireland,

ended up selling out to sectarian interest,and the

outbreak of war finally ensured that the ascendancy

of the protestant ruling class Would continue.

Against this,catholic Workers hayve used political

agitation and armed struggle in turns. Either way they
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have been ruthlessly.repressed. Denied most of the

political and civil rights which characterise liberal

dem ocracies, they haye taken up violent resistance on

SeVeral occasions since partition、 The state“「s

has alWays been increased repression : imprisonment

without trial, torture, intimidation and sectarian mur-

der. Since 1970 the story has been the same. One of

the little known facts about the present conflict 诊

that of the thousands of deaths the majority have

been killings of catholic workers by protestant

militia, the police and the army .

who retuse to support armed struggle and the

demands, of republican prisoners are short both on

Tevolutionary theory “and revolutionary

even if they get ten out of ten for scruples, A War is

being fought on our own streets which calls into

question not just the status of catholic workers in

Ulster,or the status of the Irish republic,but the

status of Britain and the reyolutionary m ovement in

this country. The existence of pro-capitalist elements

in the Proyisional IRA is just too bad,The Provos

came into existence partly as a Tesult of impatience at

the Official IRA「s preoccupation with politics : alth-

ough the leadership contained many“gOod Socialists“,

they refused to take up arms in defence of the cath-

olic communities, which faced the threat of a p0grom

by loyalists infuriated at the growth of the civil rights

It「s hardly surprising that they Were un-

learned in the details of leftist ideology. A great deal

has happened since then, including Free Derry and

the emergence of the Irish National Liberation AImy..

Between _them , the republican paramilitaries have

struck Some terrible blows against the state, and they

Will continue to do 80. They are not sectarian Organ-

isations like the UDA and the UVF,because with a

feW exceptions they have not indulged in the murder

and intimidation of protestant ciyilians, Their targets

are business prToperty and the security forces, not the

PTotestant Working class.

For revolutionaries in Britain,there is _only one

principled alternative to Supporting violent resistance

Ulster, and that is pacifism . Refusing to take sides

is not a principled alternative.And if We do choose

to sSupport 让 openly, we are going to have to explain

and Teckon for some of the appalling mistakes Which

haye been made in the last ten years, including the

deaths resulting. from the last IRA bombing campaign

this country .
As for soldiers,politicians and police,nobody need

shed any tears. Anyone who Walks around in a unif-

orm pointing a gun must exXpect to be shot, no matter

What country and what army they come from . British

Soldiers may join hp for a yariety of reasons, but 训

they do so, and讨 they serve in Ireland , they take the

risk of injury or death as an

_

occupational hazzard . f

is no longer true to argue that TecTuits are not aWaTe

of What Ireland is going to be like : enough informg at-

ion has got past tbhe censors in the last twWelye years to

m ake all of us at least Superficially conscious of What

is“ going 0n、Soldiers are there to k训 or be killed .

That“s their function, that“s all they“re for. But they

do have a choice.

8UT OF 与NEHANP

定

The hungerstrikes in the 一 -Blocks are not really

about prison conditions,Nobody risks slow death

for the sake of civilian clothing and more prison

visits,They are not Teally about some elevation in

the status of the prisoners,either. The demand for

political status is not an end in itself but one front in

the war. Their purpose is to force the British state, be-

fore the eyes of British and Irish workers and the rest

of the World,to admit that they are fighting an un-

winnable War of attrition on their own territory . They

w训 also driye a wedge between catholic Workers and

their political and religious bosses ; the catholic church

has always played a duplicitous role in the struggle of

the minority and continues to do so,The British

gowerniment is fully aware of the price it Would pay for

losing this battle, since its whole propaganda effort is

aimed at reducing the War to a “law and order「 issue,

This is the real meaning of the hunger Strikes. The gov-

ernment is all to willing to“improve“ prison conditions ,

so long as the im proyement applied to all prisoners in

the six counties. This would allow it to diyert attention

aWay from the“special“proceedures it adopts in the

courts, the H-Blocks and on the streets of the province.

For this reason the prisoners haye refused anyconces$-

ions of this sort : they are going for POW status and

nothing less. We must sSupport them .

Beltast Anarchist Collective replied to the article which

contains my opening quotation. Among other things,

they said :“, This is one of 扔 e S yggest and 010st 5e1广

7Bhteous jstifications e haue Reard 广0m4 GarCRists

for not taRing resp0nsibility in resp0onding to 山hat 块 e

丁 ritish _army 诊 doin8,not 0m1y to 4 section 0f 讥 e

人orRing class 讯场 e Nor场 ,5ut tao people 场 ey shou1Q

566 Q8 CrQQeS...Z0 in 丁ngland haue 01 0PPortURiLy

hic _anarehis经训 0场 er countries do not to heip

场 0se 山0 58tfU&ggle against 执

p

repressioRn QRQ secta7-

ipnje 0

户

场

诊

State. I repeat...y04 liue 讯坊 e country

here 抒 e 8Q1Qiers are recrUited, here 场e goUerRmieRt

&Qins its 5HPPQ7t and justification,z0Rere场 e edia

Couerage is controlled and censored.「

Now , what forms is our response going to take “

IRISH REPUBLICANS IN ENGLISH JAILS

Billy Armstrong - Life (&20)

Paddy Armstrong - 35 yIS.

Jimmy Ashe - 12 7Ts.

Liam Baker - 20 yTs.

James Bennet - 20 yI$.

Stevie Blake - 15 yrs。

Martin Brady - Life (&20)

Eddie Butler - 12 Lifes (& rece-.

mmended 30 yrs) Plus 159 yrs.

Eddie Byrne - 14 yrs:.

Hugh Callaghan - Life

Sean Campbell - 10 yTs.

Sean Canayan - 10 yIs.

Pat Christie - 10 yTs.

Tony Clarke - 14

Gerry Conlon -30 yIs.

Martin Coughlan - 14 yIs.

Busty Cunningham - 20 yTs.

Gerry Cunningham - 20 yIs.

Tony Cunningham -10 yIs.

Hugh Doherty - 11 Lifes, (recs

mimmended 30 yrs.) Plus 159 yrs.

Vincent Donnelly - Life

Brenden Dowd - Life 及 129 yTs.

Joe Duffy - 12 yTs。

Harry Duggan - 12 Lifes (rece

30 yrs) Plus 159 yIs,

Kevin Dunphy - 12 yrs,

Fr.Patrick Fell - 12 yIrs.

Noel Gibson -Life & 111 yrs.

Ann Gilespie - 14 yIs.

Eileen Gillespie - 14 yrs.

Pat Guilfoyle - 14 yrs.

Patrick Hackett - 20 yrs.

Sean Hayes - 20 yTs.

Paddy Hill - Life

Paul Hill - Recommended Natural

Life

Paul Holmes - Life (Reco. 20 yrs)

Gerry Hunter - Life

Brian Keenan - 21 yIs.

Sean Kinsella - Life & 129 yIs.

Ronnie Mac Cartney - Life

Liam MacLarnon - 15 yrs.

Brian “MacLaughlin - 10 ˇyTr8,

Ray MacLaughlin - 12 yTs.

Bernard McCafferty - 16 yrs.

Con McFadden - 20 yIs

Richard McIIlkenny - Life

John McCluskey - 10 yrs.

Tony Madigan -10 yIs.

大nn Maguire - 14 yIs.

Paddy Maguire - 14 yTs.

Gerry Mealey - 10 yIs.

Andy Mulryan - 20 yTs.

Paddy Mulryan - 20 yTs.

Jimmy Murphy - 10 yTs.

Michael Murray - 12 yTs.

Steyie Nordonne - Life & 129 yTs.

Paul Norney - Life 区 66 yrs.

Joe 0“Connell - 12 Lifes (reco. 30

yTSJ Plus 159 yTs.

Shane 0「Doherty - Life

Eddie O“Neill - 20 yrs.

Dayid Owen - 10 yrs.

Billy Power - Life

Michael Reilly - 10 yrs.

Carole Richardson -

Detentionl

Peter Short - 10 yrs.

Gerry Small - 12 yTs.

Sean Smyth - 112 yTS:.

Peter Toal - 10 yTs.

John Walker - Life

Roy Walsh - Life & 20 yTs.

Judith Ward - Life (Reeo. 30 yTs,)

Gerry YOung - 14 yIs.

Richard Glenholmes - 10 yIs.

Bobby Campbell - 10 y1s.

Bobby Storey - AwWaiting Re-trial.

Indefinate

吴ecomifrended「 refers to the minimum sentenlce to be servedubefore release, as Tecommended-

by the sentencing judge. A “ifer“ is on17 ever released on licence and can be re-imprisoned

Without trial at any time .
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Working-class protestants. This power has always been
backed up with armed force、 The protestant police

and protestant paramilitary groups haye enjoyed an

almost unbroken license to intimidate and kill cath

olic Workers in defence of their privilieges, and When

they _couldn“t hold the line they always had the

British army to do the job for them .

On only one or tWo occasions has the traditional all-

eigance of protestant Workers to their bosses come

under serious threat.During the depression of the

1930s social conditions Were so bad that many

protestant Workers - realising they ahd n6 more

privilieges left to lose - joined catholics in a series

of strikes and riots.。 Protestant bosses,however,

Tegained control by alleging that the _demonst#-

ations Were Teally a papist plot : the catholic church

played its part by telling catholic workers they Were

being manipulated by communists,The so-called

Labour Movement,in Britain as

_

well as Ireland,

ended up selling out to sectarian interest,and the

outbreak of war finally ensured that the ascendancy

of the protestant ruling class Would continue.

Against this,catholic Workers hayve used political

agitation and armed struggle in turns. Either way they
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ough the leadership contained many“gOod Socialists“,
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shed any tears. Anyone who Walks around in a unif-

orm pointing a gun must exXpect to be shot, no matter
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IRISH REPUBLICANS IN ENGLISH JAILS

Billy Armstrong - Life (&20)

Paddy Armstrong - 35 yIS.

Jimmy Ashe - 12 7Ts.

Liam Baker - 20 yTs.

James Bennet - 20 yI$.

Stevie Blake - 15 yrs。

Martin Brady - Life (&20)

Eddie Butler - 12 Lifes (& rece-.

mmended 30 yrs) Plus 159 yrs.

Eddie Byrne - 14 yrs:.

Hugh Callaghan - Life

Sean Campbell - 10 yTs.

Sean Canayan - 10 yIs.

Pat Christie - 10 yTs.

Tony Clarke - 14

Gerry Conlon -30 yIs.

Martin Coughlan - 14 yIs.

Busty Cunningham - 20 yTs.

Gerry Cunningham - 20 yIs.

Tony Cunningham -10 yIs.

Hugh Doherty - 11 Lifes, (recs

mimmended 30 yrs.) Plus 159 yrs.

Vincent Donnelly - Life

Brenden Dowd - Life 及 129 yTs.

Joe Duffy - 12 yTs。

Harry Duggan - 12 Lifes (rece

30 yrs) Plus 159 yIs,

Kevin Dunphy - 12 yrs,

Fr.Patrick Fell - 12 yIrs.

Noel Gibson -Life & 111 yrs.

Ann Gilespie - 14 yIs.

Eileen Gillespie - 14 yrs.

Pat Guilfoyle - 14 yrs.

Patrick Hackett - 20 yrs.

Sean Hayes - 20 yTs.

Paddy Hill - Life

Paul Hill - Recommended Natural

Life

Paul Holmes - Life (Reco. 20 yrs)

Gerry Hunter - Life

Brian Keenan - 21 yIs.

Sean Kinsella - Life & 129 yIs.

Ronnie Mac Cartney - Life

Liam MacLarnon - 15 yrs.

Brian “MacLaughlin - 10 ˇyTr8,

Ray MacLaughlin - 12 yTs.

Bernard McCafferty - 16 yrs.

Con McFadden - 20 yIs

Richard McIIlkenny - Life

John McCluskey - 10 yrs.

Tony Madigan -10 yIs.

大nn Maguire - 14 yIs.

Paddy Maguire - 14 yTs.

Gerry Mealey - 10 yIs.

Andy Mulryan - 20 yTs.

Paddy Mulryan - 20 yTs.

Jimmy Murphy - 10 yTs.

Michael Murray - 12 yTs.

Steyie Nordonne - Life & 129 yTs.

Paul Norney - Life 区 66 yrs.

Joe 0“Connell - 12 Lifes (reco. 30

yTSJ Plus 159 yTs.

Shane 0「Doherty - Life

Eddie O“Neill - 20 yrs.

Dayid Owen - 10 yrs.

Billy Power - Life

Michael Reilly - 10 yrs.

Carole Richardson -

Detentionl

Peter Short - 10 yrs.

Gerry Small - 12 yTs.

Sean Smyth - 112 yTS:.

Peter Toal - 10 yTs.

John Walker - Life

Roy Walsh - Life & 20 yTs.

Judith Ward - Life (Reeo. 30 yTs,)

Gerry YOung - 14 yIs.

Richard Glenholmes - 10 yIs.

Bobby Campbell - 10 y1s.

Bobby Storey - AwWaiting Re-trial.

Indefinate

吴ecomifrended「 refers to the minimum sentenlce to be servedubefore release, as Tecommended-

by the sentencing judge. A “ifer“ is on17 ever released on licence and can be re-imprisoned

Without trial at any time .
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心espite 讯e often repeated claim 抚ot场ere 许o stc

块 ipng as a Political Prisoner in Bngland,ze 0ou1d 1ipe

to poipt 0xt讯e stress lg识讯 Irish trials 0n 在 e polit-

ical belie所 of抗e prisoners and 讯e fact 议at 00er 执e

Last fe years ConDirted Republicans haUe SUD-

jected to extreme Drxtality训 丁nglish DPrisons、 T训

Drytality Rhas led to prisoners Deing seDerely 训几red,

1iRe six 尺epUBlicans闯 A158any 讨 September fast year,

(1

丿

and 议e almost constant use 0f solitary confine-

M eRt for SC DPrisoRers、 f Ras also resulted in

depfs 0一

讯

ree of oUr cComrades - Michael Gaugham,

Fran Stagg and Noel Jenpinsom.“(2)

Joe 0Conne仁汤 his speechR from 扫e dock at圳e trial

0块ealcome Street Four「, 8/2/77

Understandably,all the publicity surrounding the

fight for “political status“ has concentrated on the Long

Kesh hunger strikers (and before that, on the “blanket「

and “dirty“protests in the Kesh and AImagh) , but you

don“t haye to trayel Ireland to find Irish political

prisoners、This.article is an attempt to say something

about the nearly 80 Irish Republican prisoners in

及nglish jails 。

On May 4th.,, as Bobby Sands lay in a coma dying,

five IRA _prisoners at Long Lartin in 印orcestershire

climbed onto the roof to demonstrate their

Sands died the next morning and the five (Paul

Holmes, Gerry Cunningham,Andy 友 Paddy Mulligan

and Michael Brady) stayed aloft for seven days in pro-

千

test,only coming down after Sinn Fein held a Picket

of the prison gates、 At the same time, the Birmingham

Boening“Mail reported that _another prisoner (not

thought to_be Irish or“political)》 - Michael Birch -

had been on hunger strike for two Weeks in an attem pt

to Win the same scale of remission for prisoners in Eng-

lish gaols as given to those in Northern Ireland (3 ). All

of the prisoners involyved in these protests w讨 since

have suffered losses of remission and “privileges“, dam-

age to their health, and solitary confinement in punish-

ment cells (the block“)as a result of their refusal to

accept repression quietly、(4)All of them

_

knew that

before they began their protest、 They haye all been

through it before.

Paul Holmes had been interned in December 1971

on the prison-ship Maidstone and later transferred to

Long Kesh、 He had only been free eight Weeks Whent

he Was arrested in England and charged with the Lon-

don car bombings (Old Bailey, Scotland Yard etc.), in

what became Known as the “Belfast 10「 trial (5). Sent-

enced to life & 20 years at Winchester in November

“73 for conspiracy, he joined seyen of his comrades on

hunger strike for political status and repatriation. Paul

Was moyed to Parkhurst prison hospital, Where he coll-

apsed into a coma six days later. Due to a seri6us heart

condition,he was forced to give up the hunger strikKe ,

but 讨 the following spring he Went back on hunger-

strike with Michael Gaughen and Frank Stag8. Anxious

about Paul「s .condition,his two comrades persuaded

him to give up the strike. On 3rd June 1974 Michael

  

Wichanl Gauqhan Frank Stsog

Gaughen was killed by force-feeding after 6G days on

hunger strike,Frank Stag8g died on hunger strike in

Wakefield on 12 February 1976.

Moved to Gartree, Paul spent 161 days in solitary

for going to the aid of another prisoner who Was being

训-treated.In September he Was moyed back to Park-

hurst again, and once more Went 0n hunger strike oyer

conditions there. Returned to Gartree he took part, in

July 1978, in a 52 hour rooftop protest by nine Rep-

ublican prisoners for Political status, repatriation, and

in solidarity with the H-Blocks blanket protest. And he

joined in the riot at Gartree that errupted spontaneous-

ly on 5th October “78 over the forced-drugging of a

black prisoner, Michael Blake. Paul was put into solit-

ary after both of these protests (86 days for the riot.)

Again he was moved, this time to Long Lartin. But his

continued il-health (this time an ear infection) necess-

itated Paul「s transfer to the prison hospital at Worm-

wood Scubs in 1980、 Repeated requests for transfef

to a prison in Northern Ireland (6) in order to allow

his old and dying mother to visit him Were refused ,

His mother died whilst Paul was still in the Scrubs

aWaiting a move back to Long Lartin. Compassionate

parole to attend her funeral was denied .

Most of the republican prisoners in England are kept

in seven top-security ““dispersal“ prisons - Albany,,

Paekhurst,Wormwood Scrubs,Gartree, Long Lartin,

Wakefield,Hull - with the women amongst them

concentrated in the top-security wing at Durhammi . The

idea of the“dispersal“prison springs from the“Mount-

batten Report“ (Lord Mountbatten headed the official

inquiry into the prison service following the escape of

soviet spy George Blake in 1966), which recommended

the complete reorganization of the British prison

System、From this time _on prisoners were classified

under one of five security categories .(supposedly on

the basis_of the seriousness of their offence,their

danger to the police, public and security of the state ,

and their ability to escape (7)). The 200 or so most

“dangerous“ long-term prisoners Were labelled “Cat A,「

and dispersed around the country in small groups in

prisons hastilly fortified to make them top-security..

All Irish republicans are“Cat A“.

The Mountbatten report had intended that security

in these“new“dispersal prisons should be concentrated

upon the outside perimeter (escape prevention being

the _object)、Conditions with训 the boundary of the

Prison Walls were supposed to haye been itproved as

far as possible,Without endangering security ; encour-

aging a more relaxed atmosphere and placing an emph-

asis on “training“or “rehabilitating“prisoners、 It took

into account to some exXtent the special stresses and

strains placed upon long-term prisoners. That Was the

theory、In practice it has largely meant 加 0re security

and Very little else: Each prison has a different regime ,

some more relaxed than others, depending largely on

志

the individual whims of the prison goyernor, and the

degree to which he is governed by the muscle of the

POA (screw「s “union:,which in it「s thrn is heavily

influenced by the extreme right wing politics of its

leading activists, many of whom belong to the.National

Front,British Movement, or League of St. George.(8 ))

The restrictions placed on any category A prisoner are

harsh and petty,but even more stringent “security

Imeasures“are applied to the lrish ones, and it is unoff-

icially acknowledged by prison staff that a

category A exists for lrish republicans (despite the

official disayowal of “special category status). Most

republicans are subjected to“「cldsed“yisits 一 segreg-

ated from the main visiting room used by other Cat.

A prisoners 一 usually in a smallroom with just their

yisitors and several screWws within earshot (Who often

take notes of the conyersation openly,and

complete a written report on What Was said for forw-

arding to the Home Office). It is not unusual for Irish

prisoners to not even be allowed to touch their visitors.

Some haye lost remission for kissing their wives or all-

owing tbheir children to sit on their lap ! Irish prisoners

are usually strip-searched before and aftef each visit

also. Visitors are Usually restricted to immediate faimily

and all visitors and correspondence are first subjected

to checks by Special Branch before being allowed

contact With an Irish prisoner. As an eXtra pre-

caution all visitors to Cat. A prisoners are issued with

a special ID card bearing their photograph Which they

must produce before being admitted to the prison.

During the Durham riots captured prison files revealed

that in the event of a “serious ciWil emergency「 all Cat.

A and would be shot. The army ,

incidentally,are To strangers to English prisons. The

ScTeWs Work-to-rule in 1980 provided a good 0pportun-

ity for the army to practise the running of civiliant

prisons, but their contingency plans had been worked

out Well in adVance. SAS“observers“(in civilian dress,

but distinguished by orange armbands and identified

as such to prisoners by individual screws) Were present

at Gartree during the riot there in October “78,and

had visited the prison (in uniform) 0n several previous

occasions. The SAS have contingency plans for ebeIy

major English prison in case they are called in to han-

dle future riots. It doesn“t take much imagination to

think how the SAS would deal with IRA prisoners

in view of their summary eXecution of the SuITen-

dering guerillas in the Iranian embassy siege. But the

USe _of armed SAS execution Squads continues the

MUFTI squad logic displayed in the Scrubs (when

rampaging screWs hospitalised oyer 50 prisoners during

a peaceful protest in 1979) bearing in mind the POA 「s

stated policy of retreating to the prison perimeter in
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any future riot、 外 e“ are getting closer to an English

“Attica「all the time,

But bad as they .are (and they are getting Worse),

there are Worse nicks to be if you are doing a long

sentence,than tbe dispersals。These are the“local“

Prisons, short-term “gaols for minor offenders and

Prisoners awaiting allocation to

_

other prisons after

lt is i these filthy,overcroWded prisonis

(in which the NF really do rule) where,if you are Irish,

black or “politicaly, you are in constant physical danger

(9), as well as being denied what few privileges“are

normially granted to long-termers in the dispersal

System Local prisons are used to intimidate and isol-

ate“troublesome「prisoners and subject them to harsh-

er ponditions and treatment deliberately geared to

crushing any spirit of resistance .

      

JOE o* CONNELL HUGH DOHERTY

 

 

  
HARRY DuGGAN EDDIE BUTLER

Under the ptison rules, any prisoner can be put into

solitary confinement by the prison governor (without

his having broken any prison regulation) either for his

“own protection“(this usually applies to informers or

SeX-CaseS$,Who though they are segregated from the

main prison population are not kept in solitary and can

mix amongst themselves), or if the governor thinks he

is a threat to the “good order or discipline“ of the pris-

o second category (usually referred to as “GOD“,

43B“, or “subyersive 43“) provides the“Catch-22“ which

allows “subyersiye“prisoners to be isolated from the

main prison population indefinately、Technically,a

8goyernor only has the poWer to put someone on “43“

for a Period of 28 days, and this has to be authorised

by a member of the Board of Visitors (usually a fagis-

trate). In practice it just means that at the end of every

28 days the visiting magistrate signs the order to eXt-

end your stay in solitary as a matter of routine, on the

say-So of the governor. In this way it is not uncommm on

for prisoners to Teimain in solitary for years at a time.

Also, it is standard procedure for anyone suspected of

being “up to something「, anyone appearing to be active

politically,or anyone whose face just doesn“t fit (in

the eyes of a scIeW) to be“ghosted「 or “shanghaid「 out

of the prison at any time (night or day), Without any

notice at all,to a local prison to do 28 days solitary

with no explanation given other than“8o0d order and

discipline“(and with no indication to family or friends

of tbe prisoner「s whereabouts). This is called doing 2

“cooler“、The prisoner is often not returned to the pIL-

皂

 

son he came from after the 28 days is up, but trans-
ferred to another prison Where he has or
comrades and has to settle in from scratch、All Irish
Rbpublican are subject to repeated “ghostings「 and
“coolers「. Some - those believed by the screws to be the
most militant,or who aie viewed as “organisers「“ - kept
on rule 43 or doing the rounds of local prisons almost
indefinitely, After the special security unit in Leicester
prison Wa8 ,closed fof re-decoration and repairs 互
1978,Hugh Doherty and Eddie Butler were kept for
0ver two years in solitary in the punishment blocks of
local jails (Durham,Strangeways,and Winson Green).
The fact of thei being cat、“A“prisoners automatically
ensufed solitary whilst they Were held in local prisons.
Category “A“men are only allowed association with
other prisoners in a dispersed (cat-A) prison、Brian
Keenan Was moved to Durham from Leicester in jan-
uary following long unrest amongst the Republicans
held in the security unit after it was finally Te-opened
late last year. Eddie Butler and Brendon Dowd are in
solitary in the unit because of protests about visiting
conditions and lack of access to recreational and
educational facilities (10). It was in Leicester that Noel
Jenkinson was found dead on the 9th October 1976 in
unexplained circumstances、Peter Short has been in

 

NOELJENKINSON

solitary in Wormwood Scrubs since October 1979,

following an escape attempt after which he Was badly

beaten. He has been told he is regraded as a “sSubversive“

Prisoner and that he can eXpect to serve the rest of his

ten year sentence in solitary. Peter Was due for release

in January 1981, and is only noW being held on re-

mission lost for petty infringements of prison rules

(11). John McClusky has been told he will remain in

the segregation unit of the Scrubs indefinitely、The

ScTeWs refuse to haye him back on the wing because

they allege he is too “subyersive“. Revenge is & better ex

planation. John is taking legal action against the screWs

who assaulted him and Paul Norney, on August 15th “80

after their roof-top protest in solidarity with the 耳-Block

(12). Paul Hill, (13) the first person to be held under the

PTA (December“74), has spent well over 800 days in sel-

itary since his conyiction, and in a two yeai period (“75-

“77) was held in ten different prisons due to the constant

se of “ghosting.

These continual,unannounced,transfers play hayoc

/

with visits, particularly as most of the families of repub-

tican prisoners in England haye to trayel over from Ire-

land. In “79 an inceniary bomb exploded in the

education block in Wakefield and the Army called in by

local police、Using this as an excuse, Rayn MacLaughlin

and Vincent Donnelly were“ghosted「“ to Armley Gaol in

Leeds.。 When Ray「s brother,who is deaf and dumb,
arrived there ffom Australia for a visit he found that Ray
had suddenly been switched back to Wakefield,After
travelling to 外akefield he was allowed only one hours
visit and had to communicate everything by writing.
In January 1980 exasperated Republicans in Wakefield
smashed up one of the prison workshops to show their
disgust at visiting conditions. All of them “were put into
solitary and lost remission and “priviledges“.
Contrary to Home Office assurances, tbhe use of control

units has never ceased - they haye really been given diff-
erent names、 In 外akefield it is “F wing「, in the scrubs it is
called the“segregation Special security units also
eXist in Gartree, Leicester, and Parkhurst, And the formter
“escapee“Wing of Durhamm (scene of the Durham riots and

the famous McVicar escape) is now used as a t6p security
wing for Women serying long sentences. These are not the
“soft「 rehabilitation centres on the Barlinnie model, where

everyone is transfomed into brilliant artists and play-

wWrites,but small,claustrophobic prisons within prisons

Where tbhe cons every move inside of out “their cell is

monitored by “close-circuit tv Republican
Prisoners reside in all of these special units.。

The examples of daily repression and resistance that

could be cited are endless.。 Irish Republican prisoners

haye taken part in every major act of prison resistance in

England during the last nine years, usually at great pers-
onal cost to themselves (in lost remmission,beatings,

solitary etc). They are not the “leaders「 of that resistance

Some People outside have claimed on their behalf, but

they haue contributed greatly to bringing about a change
of attitude amongst many “ordinary“ prisoners、Their

politics vary considerably. But they cannot all be simply

dismissed as “nationalists「 or “statists「“ by armchair
comrades seeking eXCuses for their oWn inactivity. People

 

SEAN OCONAILL

imprisoned for fighting against imperialism -and injustice

should not haye to pass an idealogical purity test before

they Teceiye our Support. We are not making pTOpa8anda

by showing solidarity with the oppressed , but recognising

&a fact of struggle. We will never Win those fighting imper-

ialism under “authoritarian“banners oyer to a more liber-

tarian position until we pIoye by our own actions that We

are Willing and able to help bring about an anarchist soc-

iety. This means getting off the fence and taking part in

the struggle ourselves. It is the task of a revolutionary to

resist oppression not to _pontificate on _an abstract

“freedom “、If anarchists belieye (as they

“

should) that

Z prisoners are political prisoners, then We should not

deny Irish political prisoners the right to be treated as

SUch, of our Support.

NOTES

1) In “September 1976 six Republican prisoners in

Albany - Sean Campbell,Eddie Byr e, Fr Rell, Liam

Mac Larnon, John MeCluskey, and Con MeFaddon -

staged a peaceful protest at the holding of Brendon

Dowd in solitary、They Were brutally atttacked by

SCTeWs in full riot gear, Sean Campbell had a arm , a

leg, a fingef and ribs broken; Eddie Byrne Was beaten

unconscious and had a dislocated armn; Fr.Fell had his

nose fractured,and the other three recieved extensive

bruising and gashes、

2) Since the deaths of Gaughan,Stag8g and Jenkinson ,

two more Republican prisoners haye died in England.

Sean O0「Conna记 died on October lst “77 of undiag-

nosed cance a few hours after being released on lic-

ense (to save the embarasseinent of another death

inside prison) to hospital from Parkhurst.、Guiseppe
Conlon died in Hammersmith hospital on Jan..23 “80

shortly after being _moyed there Wormwood

Scrubs,physically wasted from T.B、Which was ex

acerbated by prison conditions and medical neglect,

3) Prisoners in N.lreland recieve half remission on their“

sentences and are allowed “civilian type「 clothing,one

visit a Week, and one food parcel a Week (as a result of
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any future riot、 外 e“ are getting closer to an English

“Attica「all the time,

But bad as they .are (and they are getting Worse),
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_

other prisons after
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black or “politicaly, you are in constant physical danger
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Prison Protests8 and partIy as a S0p to conuter Dalance

the existence of emergency legislation, no jury courts

etc). Prisoners in english jails get only one third Te-

Imission and are not allowed any food parcels、Long

term “prisoners here get only two visits a month.

Michael Birch carried his hunger strike on for more-

than 30 days. Also the Guardian (916/81) drew attent-
ion to a petition signed by 133 prisoners, smuggled out

Of “Long Lartin , calling for the same priviledges“and
conditions allowed in N.Ireland since Political status

WaS WithdrawWnt .

加 训 si4DIy 4 Matter of extemnd讨8 执e e%isfing legis-

Iation to coDer 扔e rest of 场e prison DopXilation训 扫

节

CoumRtry.、DUless prisoners 04aRe 80me effort 0 均eir

0 5ehaif 让

训

H lipely that 执es existing pYiiledges

史

讽

De extended 汤场e ear 招

训

re . t 训训招nded to
0rgaise petitions at ail 场e 0场er Dris0Rs.“

4) Since this Was written the press has reported that

all of the fiye protestors have lost remission and priv-

ledges and been put into solitary. One of them (un-

named) lost 204 days remission and got 56 days soli-

tary without earnings or priviledges. In addition, Liam

MacLarnon got 7 days solitary for passing food up to

the Toof Auring the protest, and Sean Campbell got 7

days solitary for refusing prison labour in solidarity
with the men on the roof. All of the remaining Repub-

licans in Long Lartin were put into solitary under rule

43 for the duration of the protest,
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5) Ten people were arrested at Heathrow Airport in

April “73、They were Paul Holmes,Billy Armstrong,

Martin Brady,Hugh Feeney,Gerry Kelly,Liam Mac-

Larnon,Roisin MeNearney,Dolours and Marian Price

and Roy WWalsh.

6) Between 72-75, according to government figures, 27

soldiers convicted of crimes in N“Ireland were moyed

to England to serve their sentences. In the same period

22 civilian prisoners were also trantsferred to English

prisons from N“Ireland. Only four Irish political pris-

oners - GerryKelly, Hugh Feeney and the Price sisters -

have been transferred frqm England to Ireland. They

had first to endure 205 days of force-feeding Whilst on

hunger strike.。All four Were conyicted with Paul

Holmes,and he also took part in the hungerstrike

which resulted in their transfer、No Irish Republican

has been
_

mowed to Ireland since thenm, XcePt in a

coffin .

7) The categories Iange from D,for prisoners thought

suitable for open Prison conditions,to A,for those

thought highly dangerous to the security of the state、

Only categories A 及 B are kept in top security disper-

sal prisons. Category E is not strictly a category in the

8

 

 

 

RONNIE MeCARTNEY

Same Sense 258 the others. It is reservyed for those attem-
pting,or thought to be attempting, to escape. A pris-
0ner 0n the E list has to wear “patches「, a prison uni-
form “marked with bright yellow Pa余hes, This is
usually only a temporary clasification and does not
affect the prisoners A or B status, except in subjecting
him to special yatch and other controls.

8) “The POA is not a “trade union“ in the accepted
sense,but a right wing pressure group aiming solely at
keeping its members free from any restraint or controls
and advancing the influence of the screws beyond
their job responsibilities into dominating every other
aspect of the prison system, Its members are in fact
ANTT trade unionist (as itnessed by the delight taken
by screws in persecuting the imprisoned“Shrewsbury
Two“building workers). The branch chairman of the
POA in Strangeways (Manchester) is Brian Baldwin ,
notorious for his connections With British Movement,
League of St.George and Column 88、 He was under
inyestigation by Special Branch in connection with
a Spate of fascist bomb attacks on left-wing targets
carried out by“8S OTAN 18「 in “79, but no action
Wa5 ever taken against him .
9) As random examples, the viscious beatings given to
SiX men arrested for the“Birmingham bombings「in

August “75 in Winson Green: those of Sean Kinsella
(whose arm was broken) and Brendan Dowd (who had
teeth kicked out) in Liverpool in May “75; the system-
atic beatings handed out to most of the prisoners「
moved out of Hull after the riot in “76; and the severe
kicking handed out to Eddie O“Neill in Winson Green

    

 

 

JUDITH WARD。 一 “

at 陈time of Lord Mountbatten“s 标诊 which
he Was charged with assaulting screWS and lost 140

days“ remission and 画硫 giyen 56 days solitary) are

tyPical.

佳 This is in sharp contrast to the treatment accorded

“public enemy John MeVicar, who was allo-

诊 to study for and obtain an Open University degree

in Sociology whilst in the Leicester unit,

11) Following the riot in Gartree in October “78, Peter

Short was transferred to Canterbury Gaol but not char-

ged with any offences relating to the riot、When

another (english) prisoner,Who was held in Durham

色cing riot charges, requested Peter as a defence Wit-

ness he was moved up to Durham and put into the

block“. Still not charged with any offence, Peter duly

gaVe his evidence to a disciplinary hearing.* immedi-

ately he left the room he Was handed a report sheet

 

charging him with disobeying an 0rder to return to his

cell in Gartree on the night of the riot! For this, Peter

lost 28 days remission and spent a month in the

freezing, mice infested cells of the Durham punishment

block awaiting his return south. Such is the price of

solidarity.

12) John McCluskey had been“ghosted「 to the Scrubs

from “Long Lartin for displaying solidarity With

another prisoner ,Doug 介akefield,held in solitary (see

the pamphlet“0ne Thousand Days “in Solitary“by

Doug WWakefield, published by PROP),

13) Paul Hill,arrested in _December “74,has the

unfortunate distinction of serving the longest sentence

of any Republican prisoner in _England、At his trial

With Paddy Armstrong, Gerry Conlon and Carole Rich-

ardson at the Old Bailey in November “75 for the

Guildford and Woolwich bombs, Judge Donaldson ord-

ered that Paul should spend the rest of his natural life

记 gaol, He had also receiyed another life sentence in

June of the same year on a charge of killing a British

Soldier in Belfast、He Was badly beaten by screWs

before his Old Bailey trial, and singled out for more

savage beatings after coming down from the roof foll-

owing the Hull riot in “76. His sentence for the Guild-

ford and bombs Was allowed to stand ,

despite statements made by the Balcome Street ASU at

his appeal, in October “77, that they had carried out

the bombings. He is currently in Parkhurst,

友n eX 友risoner

NB.For more information on Irish Prisoners held in

England see “IRISH POLITICAL PRISONERS IN

ENGLISH JAILS「,published by the Prisoners Aid

Committee, Box 9, 2A St.Pauls Road , London N.1 and

subseribe to their regular information bulletin “The

Irish Prisoner「.
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LETTER FROM GARTREE JAIL

We re-print here a letter from Paul Hill,first Publish
solitary confinem ent.
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Dear ANARCHY ,

Sorry its taken

me 80 long to Write back,but

scoring stam ps fromm time to tim e
记 a Teal chore. As it is,Tm be-

hind on my 0Verseas correspond-

ence.

[ must say right off that the

coyer to A31 is drawing quite a

few stares from folks in here .

Most probably figure ye taken
up niew hobbies,.It「s a Teal bitch
telling them “the ma8gazine is
political. Which brings up an int-
eresting point,
ls the art of anarchy (as 0pp0sed ,
Perhaps,to the art in anarchy)
Teally political ? It occurs to me
that the entire matter is not

political at all - simply social.

Politics is the science of creating

and maintaining political struct-

ures.。 Anarchy is not in any

manner interested in setting Up,

let alone maintaining, a political

type of organisation .

Instead anarchy deals with social

interplays between persons and

gToups. As such, it is sim ply a

SOcial science.

This is one of the things Carl and

【 were/are trying to bring out in

our writings。 The exerpts you

printed in this issue are a sm all

portion of the things We feel reg-

arding Various aspects of the

World today .
Some “of “these “things “were

thought out oyer many Sessions

of analysing _current and past

anarchist WTritings and issues. So
Imany times anarchists tend to

accept certain “trends because
they seem to be“in“at the time .
Or they deal from one aspect of
a situation,giving it a negative

or positive aspect pending on the
acceptance of the situation at the

m oment、“If we assume such-and-

Such to be true, then it follows
that this-and-that is false.

These things are not necessarily

many tim es “has
anarchism fallen behind or failed

in its endeayours because of such

Spurious thinking “ During the

Spanish civyil war we lost quite a

lot because We chose com prom-
ise at times We should have cont-
inued fighting.。 In the Russian
reyolution We made a pact with
the Bolsheviks that ultimately
lead to our defeat.

It seems that anarchism has lost
its 《fire。We continually divide
0urselyes over petty issues.

For instance, I see that this issue
is devoted to sex *W hile it m ay
be argued that this is a deep
- one engulfing the very fundam -
entals of freedom (although 【
don“t see how),the talk about
SeX “takes s from “the actual
practise of this freedom ,Theory
is good up to a point, but after a
while it gets qnite out of hand .

Freedom ,like power,is never
given, It is TAKEN,You want
SeXual freedom ? Take it,Do
what you want to do - so long
28 it doesn t im pose 0n anothefs
freedom ,Any kind of seXual act-
ivity betweerl one or more ind-
iyiduals is just dandy - so long
2S it isn“t Tape,

1 see,howeyer,two things that
bring me down to a low ebb of
hope for the future of “Anarchy“.
The first is the argument in the

article IT HAPPENED INVENICE.
Am I misunderstanding
the is Someo0ne act-
ually arguing against love ? Equ-
ating seX and love Seemis to be a

common tbing today ,It seems
that “love“is being defined in
terms taken from RUE CON 一
FESSIONS MAGAZINE or some
other

SeXx and love are not necessarily
coupled,for sure、You can love
someone without having Sex with
them or enjoy a SexXual encounter
without loving the other party or
parties,This appears to be obv-
ious to just about every body.、
Yet “argum ents seem “to
equate the two in some Way 0T
another.

The second thing is related to the

first and is strewn all over this

issue. lt seems that many people

Still look pon seX“as _nothing
Imore ““fucking「. Maybe
that「 the problem With 让

.

May-
be it「s the culturey or my own bi-
gotted opinion, but the term
“Tucking“has always sounded to
me just as impersonal as any

term can get.ucking「 isothing
more than getting your Tocks off
for yourself and 识 -
noring the pleashre of the othef
person.(Please forgive this const-
ant reference,to“the singular
form,but I em ploy it simply to
clarify the issues:,Feel free to
change to the plural forms if you
wish). “In “short,“fucking“ is
nothing more than a Tip-off-
It「s theft.If anarchism is based
on interplays between individ-

usle。 then “fucking“ Would be

、

Think about that awhile. Ponder

讨 a minut or two,Check it out

from every angle,logically and

em otionally. Discuss it with your

partner(s),y0ur affinity gTOup.

These things bother me a bit. 1t

seems to me that anarchists are

becoming m ore like automat0ns

every day. We reach quick dec-

isions on issues without think-

ing“ them “through.。 Perhaps its

time We got back to basics. For

instance,【 haye a bit of a back-

ground in auto-mechanics and

machine tool. Does this mean

that must work only with these

kinds of organisation “ If so,

what about my 1abor as a poet

and Writer ? Or should I drop all

these and take hp the gun excl-

usively? Proudhon Was quite a

printer,but he associated With

people “in other occupations:.

Kropotkin Was heavily into the

sciences,。 but he had a Widet

range of interests and acquaint-

ances8,Why should We

ourselyes in sueh faetiomalised

and confined issues as We do

today “

1 have a certain Iove for Ireland .

My grandparents left there a1

about the time of partition. [ see

by the papers that there「s quite a

bit going on there nowW , But du
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【 Th许芸 ritten 记 在 e form 0f 4 personal repIy to an article in 点archy 30, about

“Charlofte Baggins、You 山讫 probably find, houeer,纯at记you hauen 丫 read he origipal article first Y0 山On

力 iss OUt on m xch 0 hat the folloming article has to 53。
and s论ned

Dear Charlotte,
Making children is an extremely selfish business. This selfishness t

confused with altruism , and usually not admitted because you seem to make children

for the interest of the children,because you seem to live partly/totally for the

children. 1 don“t know any other business which is pictured only 25 saint,self -

sacrifieing and pink “heroic and absolutely un-egoistic 、 【 think people “are

intentionally vague about parenthood and especially about the saint decision of

having child/ren.

Everybody knows that at the moment being a parent is partly a terrible role : prison

in a lot of ways (however much joyful too). The child (especially a small one) almost

totally needs the parent「s attention, energy , time, space, libido, money and emotions.

The parent「s life is reduced : even the other kind of activities Which she/he can do s

determined also by the child : since the parent is able to do only such kind of activ-

ities which one can do with half or less attention, emotion, time,space and energy .1

mean for an active and good parent (at the moment) it is probably impossible to be

an intensive and true artist, a terrorist, a thinker or a revolutioner etc. The parent can

try to fulfil any of thpse roles but it won“t be total, it wom“t be yery intensive, a5 it

can“t involye the whole person. For a parent it is easy to do mechanical things or to

serve : do what she/he is told or just expected to do (e.8. working as an anarchist

printer) : or to do activities With which it necessary to identify herself/himself

or being a part of an activye group o moyement Which would continue Working eyen

if the parent-person had put into 训 only reduced amount of ener8y .

So parents haye to pay an aWful lot for being parents - noWadays. They lose most

im portant things“at home“丫personal life“and lose most important things

“society.

People know all this and even much more. But this losing considered as

WHY2 AND _FOR HOW LONG2 And it i considered as the reason to paint

parenthood as saint self-sacrificing. 1 am not going 10 now about the stupidity

of the total exploitation of the parents because it is too obyious and anly those don“t

know it who have interests in it and therefore pretend not seeing it. I am also not

going to talk about the obvious beauty of having children.

T believe people have an awfui lot of ugly interests in making Ttry to talk

about a few ugly interests which 1 haye experienced in myself and among leftish or
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alternative and feminist and anarchist people, -T know it would not fit everybody and

it would not be a total list-

First of all lots of people have interest in losing 坊e市eedom of doing anything more

than what she/he 办 xst do. After having children there are so many musts, that 让 s

very easy to fulfill life with these Tesponsibilities. After earning the money for

survival, plus cooking, washing, cleaning, shopping etc. .a parent need special intensive

drive to live and act on

_

other levels,for other aims. Considering a not-parent i is

obyious that she/he 英 responsible for her/his life: the way how she/he lives, WorKs,

thinks, relates to the society“ and the concrete individuals, she/he s Supposed to be

responsible for her/his responsibility about the“world「 and about friends and about

her/his personality .

But it looks like different for parents. The parents first responsibility is supposed to

be to serve the vital interests of their children (and obviously in a society based on

nuclear family the children won“t survive humanly without this service)-

Parents are 儿dged- of rather 仪a记IY 爪0在 ers are 人dged 5y Rom good 力0介ers 坊e

are,and not 5y ho good hyman Persons 执ey are 07 8y hou 加 UCh 执ey Sere 块 e

bettering of 坊 e oorld. Therefore a mother is not supposed to be responsible for her-

self, for her life,for her general attitudes and actions or lack-ofactions etc,but she is

only responsible for her mother role in the eyes of 「society“. 一 _As in other basic

moral questions,the eyes of the leftish and alternative and feminist and anarchist

people don“t seem to be radically different, and when sSomeone breaks the rules of

the society it is usually coming from her/his lonely braveness, it is not 坊e left, it is

not 抒 e alternative moyement, it is not 任e feminist and it is not 机 e anarchist

moyement Which breaks through the morals and yalues and rules and roles of this

hatred (commonly hatred and analysed and criticised) society and system - howeyer

much they claim they are opposition they don“t break through. So it is not surprising

that the traditional “waluation“and expectations and morals of parenthood did not

change among those Who claim they are rejecting the system . So 1 believe there are

people with the identity of claiming to be anarchists, who made children in order to

free their responsibility of their own selvyes, their own life: their anarchist struggle, of

rather the lack of it. T met with a lot of people in the last few years Who tried to

create their own political and personal moral. The tasks and consequences of this own

and rieW m oral are often very yery difficult to fulfill. One can press and press her/

himself to realise and ideal dream which she/he can“t really make,or not at that

minute. This self-pressing can cause SUppressing, masochism , self-hatred, aggressivity,
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depression ete.(For a few years every day 1 used to ask myself: how is i that you

have not changed the world even today? If you have not done it only an

an illbsion you w训 do it next day or next year2 How awful fantasy-less weak person

you are that you still have not started the world-revolutionl 一 Seriously 1 used to tel

myself this kind of sentences,and used them to kill myself with these ideas). Stronger

the self-pressing, better to free from it by not-seenable Ways. For self-pressing people

responsible hardworking is an easy escape from the extremely difficult task of

realising in practice their more complex ideal,Child-making can help these people

easily,partly because: not-reflectedly it is easy to identitfy with the judges of the

“「society“about the saint business of it. and to think 1 haye done something, namely

(some) child/ren; the hard work and responsibility does not leaye time and energy

and rational reasons to asK why today I hayn “t done anything useful and radical about

the 「society“or why today I havn“t created a piece of art, when all my day 1 yas hard-

wWorking with e8、nappy-Changing,breast-feeding etc.; the image that T am going to

create the kind of children who are from or for an ideal (or just better) society .

This intage is very important. 1 have seen parents who had beautiful potentials and

ideals, but found it too difficult to go into these, to free themselves to the degree of

becoming unique and consequent. Why is it too difficult? I think mainly because of a

realistic fear、It is risky to become special,really original,braye thinker,free

personality,radical fighter - the fear and the risk of it is obvious although these ideals

exist to such a degree that leftish etc. people sometimes claim they fulfill the aboye

qualities, or at least demand their friends to fulfill those qualities.(Although in reality

the anarchist,feminist,trockist,marxist,punk, lesbian and 8ay,hippy etc people

whom 1 can see around are scared pettybourgeoise, conforming people Who are not

even a bit consequent to their own identity or claims and theories, most of them

without any fantasy,taste or art etc.). 1 suppose the basic fear Which stops us to

realise our best potential and dreams and ideas could be the rewardless hard work of

it, it has not got reward because if you free yourself the “society“, the normal“ citizen

will drastically punish you together with the special institutions they haye, and not

only them, but everbody is afraid of more freedom and more beauty then the amount

they dare to hayve, so all your friends will hate you if you dare to realise in yourself

your best potential,dreams and ideals. Therefore it is much easier to realise your

ideals and potentials in sSomeone else,easiest in your children. To create Jontastic

chilQren i an escapefrom creating fantastic myseif - and my exXperience y0u and

other potential fantastic parents do the same.

Until this point 1 was writing about one of the interests which parents might have in

making children : /reeing 伟 e responsib证ty of技e parents b life, 00n se付Another

kind of interest in making children is more obyious although never criticised : to get

lope bithout any condition : you are going to haye a child, you can be 99% sure

that there W训 be one person in the world who will love you in the following years,

and Who Will not reject your love and kisses. You, and any parent does not Raue to

do any抚ing else for this love than to make Sure the child is totally dependant on you

and does not haye any alternative than living with you. (Although in a nuclear family

neither you nor your child haye any other choice than being totally dependant on

each other, but your child to the degree of life or death.) The total dependancy and

the only choice of life or death might change in such a set-up,e.8- in such a commune

in which the children are served equally by a lot of people and in which the children

have opportunities to choose with who they want to live, Whom they want to like or

love or hate, to who they want to listen to. from who they want to learn, With Who

they Want to play or eat of sleep With

function well in 仑i society, to accept this system on an unconscious or unreflected

level - although my mother had a self-perception of being progressive and not Serving

the system . started to realise the stupidity of the public-moral task of loving and

believing in my parents only when 1 became able to leae my mother, When 1 was no

longer dependant on her, T stopped liking her for a while. If you were able to realize

the absudity of the “responsibility-love“ before you Were able to survive without your

parents, you must be yery braye. And if your children are “allowed「 not to ike you,

you are also quite brave.

Children get love because the parents usually give them, s0 the same feeling growing

in them ,and the parents usually want to make sure for a life-time that the children w训

not put this love into outside of the family. Often the parents fail in that hope, because

as soon as the child is not vitally dependant on the family,she/he Will dare to rescue/

save her/his love from the family and -put it into outside relationshipsend aims, Plans,

ideas. (Of course there are families which are s0 successful in making the children dep-

endant that the children or part of them are never able to leaye the family; depedant

on any level: physical, emotional, ideological or in general not-being-able to relate of

cope or get friends, lovers; or 训 st powerless etc ) The famous period of unfulfilled (2)

loves during adolescent and the famous period of “breaking aWay“could find one

explanation in that : 训 the first the wish has already risen to put the love (and e8.

respect, belief) outside of the family but the dependancy is still too strong to finish the

emotional loyalty, so the relationship, the love affair is a dream and random a reality

(of course) there are other reasons too in this culture for a cult of dreamed relation-

ships). 1 understand the period of breaking aWay,, 25 the realization of who the parents

are, because now the child is able to survive without the parents so she/he can start to

decide whether the parents are wor均 any love, and first time in her/his life the child

can haye the opportunity to look at the parents from “outside“ because before she/he

Was only “inside“.

1 wrote all this to insist on my idea, that one of the greatest rewards of parenthood 诊

this love which is first practically unconditioned, and later it becomes more and More

difficult to keep.

1 feel 1 eannot go on any more talking about parenthood in general. Now 1 would

like to say something about your idea of anarchist parents and anarchist Children .

Clearly, 1 do not believe in anarchist family . 1 think the parent-children relationship

cant never be based on anything else than power and determination (with a nicer word :

creation). 1 see the essence of anarchist ideas as the hatred of the power which is

practised against other people and the rejection of institutions which are for that

power; for authority. HONW CONSEQUENT DO YOU WANT TO BE?2 As an anarchist

执 eoretician you can talk about and fight against institutionalized power,As an

anarchist personality (are you2) you can fight against the Power and inhibition and the

wish of power and dependency in your personality and in other individuals. But if you

want to stop being a power-personality then you should not haye put yourself and

your children into a family .

My opinion about 代 e mother-child relationship is very dark, sad and angry . 1 see this

relationship in practise as potentially one of tbe most dangerous relationships,A

mother is in a position of determining, controlling her child, and there is no escape

from this, It would be a lie to sey that a parent is not doin8 these things. Your child is

your product even if you ignore her/him . She/he i basically pouerless Cnd dejenceless.

For me the question is: how can an anarchist who s essentially supposed to be against

power, being the most pomerful pe1S0n, meaning : a parent. If you Succeed making

your child an anarchist -believer, it just means that you had a lot of poWer. But if you

make your child pomerful against y04、a8ainst y047 will and what you represent 让

means You Were Consequent训 y0ur anarchism . HOW Can 4 PaTeTY do this2 Should a

parent dare to Create revolting children risking that they might go into the opposite

direction than you2 1 think yes、but T ascared that i is an impossible task . 工 am

 

 

In a nuclear family situation your small child will love you, even if you iBnore, hate
or put down _or punish her/him all the time,because she/he knows the situation
would become critical if she/he was showing negative emotions mainly. You
have to be a special person, you don“t have to have any positive or accepted qualit-
ies for the love of your child. You get this love not because of who you are, but bec-
ause your child needs you : that is what 1 mean When 1 say You get lovye ithout E
condition. - if you make child/ren. In contrast to that, for the love of anyone else in
the world you have to fight for their love and you have to fulfil an awful lot of expec-
tations and respond to different needs of the other people in order to get the love out
of them _that yol want,or even just for the right of showing your love or physical
attraction. What adults want for their love is you ,your personality, your pleasing
abilities,and you have to create,pretend or destroy certain abilities, qualities and
skils and emotions and thoughts and behaviour and lifestyle etc. for their love or for
the right to expresss your love. An adult friend s love can withdraw extremely easily
it is never sure whether tomorrow you will get the same feelings and same relationship
and the same rights from an adult friend - but your small child「s love is guaranteed for
years. So-called “emotional security .

1 seriously guess that children love their parents because they feel this love is the
reason Ry they exist, this is that love why the parents wanted them and want them
and accept them _and serve them _and tolerate them or even like/love them 【 think
children understand the surbibal-importance of loving their parents - or later at least
to pretend to love or respect. Children are able to take the adults「 secret messages and
eXxpectations,they know what people want from them , they understand that loving
their parents is the most vital condition of their life otherwise they either die on the
street, or live in hatred cold atmosphere or in an institution. In my experience parents
can pardon everything except the_hate,the putting down,the refusal by their
children, sometimes by young in general,adults often freak out because a y0un&
person. told them an UgIy word or asked them to piss off etc. Parents and adults in
8general play that game of forcing the children and the young to like them , to respect
them - they _play this 84me because of two main reasons. One is the psychological,
and the _other is the social: the social-control function of “being materially and
mentally dependant on adults especially on the family. The “love of parents「 and the
“respect of the adults and old「 as a task and because of punishment, as an only choice,
means the mental dependancy, it means heayy socialization,as love in this culture
supposed to mean that you try to please the other ones and pleasing means that you
do what you Want to do, you are Whom they want you to be, you do What they
silently expect or you do what they tell. And what most of the parents want you to
be and to do, is being the good girls and the good boys of both of them and the
society and the system .

And 1 am afraid,that the two or the three come together: if you only want your
children to be the good boys and good girls of you, but being an 0ppositional e .8. an
anarchist,【 think 训 will be only an illusion,because if your children learn at home
what it means to be the nice, good , obedient child of you, they w训 learn and reprod-
uce this pleasing-ability and fears outside, in the school first then in any other situ-
ation. So if your children follow you in considering themselyes as anarchist it might
mean they are good obedient girls, Who want to believe in their parent「s opinion, and
they might not be anarchist in any respond or (lack of) rejection against you and
against the “society“or the system ..

As an adult 王 am able to realise the stupidity of the unconditioned-love and uncon-
ditioned-respect task of the children and the young, but as a child I was serving this
moral, because 1 needed my mother、This serving meant that 1 became minimum
identical with my mother, 1 can feel her in myself, and was properly socialized to

afraid that the essence of the parent-child relationship is so much against freedom and

independance of the child is far too too too too relative! By the Way I do not believe

that freedom is something you can GIV E,but freedom is something that you can

ring/exhort/force/ from Someone o from a lot of them 5y fighting or 训 What is the

difference between purely suppressing and radicil parents? Only that one is to 一ipg

amay more freedom of the children than the other. T know these differences w讨

determine the personality of the children, so I seriously think that these differences are

very important. 1 believe in these differences of the degree and essence of relative free-

dom and authority in the parent-children relationships, but I just cannot take Seriously

the concept of anarchist parents, 1 cannot believe in it. 1 believe parenthood is just as

bad for the children than the state-power for everybody-

But you might be a socialist-parent - When you think you are so I agree

with anarchism _and not with socialism - so T explain from that perspective what 【

mean . 1 think the socialist attitude means: When we W训 get the Power We 口议

gibe everybody what they need: food,jobs,accomodation, culture, freedom etc、

All they can do is support us now, and co-operate With us when We are in poWer. If

they don“t support us now,We haye to increase our PTopaganda Work and educate

them , and if tbhey don「t co-operate With us when we are in poWer, We will have to use

police,prisons,censura etc、against these Teactionaries. The anarchist attitude Say :

we w训 take (and now the “we“ means anyone, individuals, and not Party leaders) we

will TAKE TAKE TAKE what we need, and We will encourage eyerybody to take

what they need, and we Will create the means and organisations needed for life with-

out authority and state. It is not all about giping and having a nice state Who

considers itself father christmas.

It is not all about ashing the power-people to give us more, and 训 is also not about

asking them to allom us to“work「 and live. But it is about doing What We Want With-

out caring about whether it is not allowed, and showing how much We can free Our-

selves from “their lawsS, wishes, values, institutions etc. and being able to create new

values which do not serve them but against authority .

O.K . hGw about now being an anarchist-parent2 ˇAs far as 1 can understand the

situation 圹 e 力axim Xi what a parent can do is being a Socialist-parent: gioing Im OTe

*freedom “to the child, allouing the child to say NO a few times a day (of course still

forcing the child to do what she/he don「t want),etc. For me an anarchist child ( and

you Wrote your children are anarchist) would mean a child who is powerful, who does

what she/he wants,who is not afraid of and not the yictim of the power of the

parents and other adults, who try to determine her/his attitude without trying to

please the adults: the teachers, parents, the of the parents etc. - Now I have

suddenly realisedtwo things. First of all, when 1used that word . “powerful「 about the

child , 1 meant a different kind of power 〖 realised that all the time When ! was using

that word “power“ in the last pages, ! meant authority. Once a friend of mine Rosco,

told me that “power is something that you can give to peopleand not what you can

use against people「“. That time 1 understood that the word “power「 is used in contra-

dictory Ways,as for me the indibidual poter and 订 e institutionalised pouer s

contradiction,、 扔 e first makes y0u an independent person,and 抚 e second 仪Ges

others dependant 0n y04. 1 Want everybody to haye the “first kind of power, the

individual power Which is not used for taking away other people「s power. And ! want

no-one to have the institutionalised power: neither socialist parties and government,

nof “anarchist“ parents。

And 1 would like to be an “anarchist“ mother. 1 would like to talk with other parents,

finding out Where we could reduce 0ur POWer Over oufr children. But this would only

be iusion in family-situations. 1 dream about a commune Where more children

and more adults are living together, where the children have the choice of choosing

“parents「 and sisters and brothers、1 mean Where the child her/himself decides who ts

im portant for herhim _and whom sheJhe wants to use for what . If she/he can see anQ
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depression ete.(For a few years every day 1 used to ask myself: how is i that you

have not changed the world even today? If you have not done it only an

an illbsion you w训 do it next day or next year2 How awful fantasy-less weak person

you are that you still have not started the world-revolutionl 一 Seriously 1 used to tel

myself this kind of sentences,and used them to kill myself with these ideas). Stronger

the self-pressing, better to free from it by not-seenable Ways. For self-pressing people

responsible hardworking is an easy escape from the extremely difficult task of

realising in practice their more complex ideal,Child-making can help these people

easily,partly because: not-reflectedly it is easy to identitfy with the judges of the

“「society“about the saint business of it. and to think 1 haye done something, namely

(some) child/ren; the hard work and responsibility does not leaye time and energy

and rational reasons to asK why today I hayn “t done anything useful and radical about

the 「society“or why today I havn“t created a piece of art, when all my day 1 yas hard-

wWorking with e8、nappy-Changing,breast-feeding etc.; the image that T am going to

create the kind of children who are from or for an ideal (or just better) society .

This intage is very important. 1 have seen parents who had beautiful potentials and

ideals, but found it too difficult to go into these, to free themselves to the degree of

becoming unique and consequent. Why is it too difficult? I think mainly because of a

realistic fear、It is risky to become special,really original,braye thinker,free

personality,radical fighter - the fear and the risk of it is obvious although these ideals

exist to such a degree that leftish etc. people sometimes claim they fulfill the aboye

qualities, or at least demand their friends to fulfill those qualities.(Although in reality

the anarchist,feminist,trockist,marxist,punk, lesbian and 8ay,hippy etc people

whom 1 can see around are scared pettybourgeoise, conforming people Who are not

even a bit consequent to their own identity or claims and theories, most of them

without any fantasy,taste or art etc.). 1 suppose the basic fear Which stops us to

realise our best potential and dreams and ideas could be the rewardless hard work of

it, it has not got reward because if you free yourself the “society“, the normal“ citizen

will drastically punish you together with the special institutions they haye, and not

only them, but everbody is afraid of more freedom and more beauty then the amount

they dare to hayve, so all your friends will hate you if you dare to realise in yourself

your best potential,dreams and ideals. Therefore it is much easier to realise your

ideals and potentials in sSomeone else,easiest in your children. To create Jontastic

chilQren i an escapefrom creating fantastic myseif - and my exXperience y0u and

other potential fantastic parents do the same.

Until this point 1 was writing about one of the interests which parents might have in

making children : /reeing 伟 e responsib证ty of技e parents b life, 00n se付Another

kind of interest in making children is more obyious although never criticised : to get

lope bithout any condition : you are going to haye a child, you can be 99% sure

that there W训 be one person in the world who will love you in the following years,

and Who Will not reject your love and kisses. You, and any parent does not Raue to

do any抚ing else for this love than to make Sure the child is totally dependant on you

and does not haye any alternative than living with you. (Although in a nuclear family

neither you nor your child haye any other choice than being totally dependant on

each other, but your child to the degree of life or death.) The total dependancy and

the only choice of life or death might change in such a set-up,e.8- in such a commune

in which the children are served equally by a lot of people and in which the children

have opportunities to choose with who they want to live, Whom they want to like or

love or hate, to who they want to listen to. from who they want to learn, With Who

they Want to play or eat of sleep With

function well in 仑i society, to accept this system on an unconscious or unreflected

level - although my mother had a self-perception of being progressive and not Serving

the system . started to realise the stupidity of the public-moral task of loving and

believing in my parents only when 1 became able to leae my mother, When 1 was no

longer dependant on her, T stopped liking her for a while. If you were able to realize

the absudity of the “responsibility-love“ before you Were able to survive without your

parents, you must be yery braye. And if your children are “allowed「 not to ike you,

you are also quite brave.

Children get love because the parents usually give them, s0 the same feeling growing

in them ,and the parents usually want to make sure for a life-time that the children w训

not put this love into outside of the family. Often the parents fail in that hope, because

as soon as the child is not vitally dependant on the family,she/he Will dare to rescue/

save her/his love from the family and -put it into outside relationshipsend aims, Plans,

ideas. (Of course there are families which are s0 successful in making the children dep-

endant that the children or part of them are never able to leaye the family; depedant

on any level: physical, emotional, ideological or in general not-being-able to relate of

cope or get friends, lovers; or 训 st powerless etc ) The famous period of unfulfilled (2)

loves during adolescent and the famous period of “breaking aWay“could find one

explanation in that : 训 the first the wish has already risen to put the love (and e8.

respect, belief) outside of the family but the dependancy is still too strong to finish the

emotional loyalty, so the relationship, the love affair is a dream and random a reality

(of course) there are other reasons too in this culture for a cult of dreamed relation-

ships). 1 understand the period of breaking aWay,, 25 the realization of who the parents

are, because now the child is able to survive without the parents so she/he can start to

decide whether the parents are wor均 any love, and first time in her/his life the child

can haye the opportunity to look at the parents from “outside“ because before she/he

Was only “inside“.

1 wrote all this to insist on my idea, that one of the greatest rewards of parenthood 诊

this love which is first practically unconditioned, and later it becomes more and More

difficult to keep.

1 feel 1 eannot go on any more talking about parenthood in general. Now 1 would

like to say something about your idea of anarchist parents and anarchist Children .

Clearly, 1 do not believe in anarchist family . 1 think the parent-children relationship

cant never be based on anything else than power and determination (with a nicer word :

creation). 1 see the essence of anarchist ideas as the hatred of the power which is

practised against other people and the rejection of institutions which are for that

power; for authority. HONW CONSEQUENT DO YOU WANT TO BE?2 As an anarchist

执 eoretician you can talk about and fight against institutionalized power,As an

anarchist personality (are you2) you can fight against the Power and inhibition and the

wish of power and dependency in your personality and in other individuals. But if you

want to stop being a power-personality then you should not haye put yourself and

your children into a family .

My opinion about 代 e mother-child relationship is very dark, sad and angry . 1 see this

relationship in practise as potentially one of tbe most dangerous relationships,A

mother is in a position of determining, controlling her child, and there is no escape

from this, It would be a lie to sey that a parent is not doin8 these things. Your child is

your product even if you ignore her/him . She/he i basically pouerless Cnd dejenceless.

For me the question is: how can an anarchist who s essentially supposed to be against

power, being the most pomerful pe1S0n, meaning : a parent. If you Succeed making

your child an anarchist -believer, it just means that you had a lot of poWer. But if you

make your child pomerful against y04、a8ainst y047 will and what you represent 让

means You Were Consequent训 y0ur anarchism . HOW Can 4 PaTeTY do this2 Should a

parent dare to Create revolting children risking that they might go into the opposite

direction than you2 1 think yes、but T ascared that i is an impossible task . 工 am

 

 

In a nuclear family situation your small child will love you, even if you iBnore, hate
or put down _or punish her/him all the time,because she/he knows the situation
would become critical if she/he was showing negative emotions mainly. You
have to be a special person, you don“t have to have any positive or accepted qualit-
ies for the love of your child. You get this love not because of who you are, but bec-
ause your child needs you : that is what 1 mean When 1 say You get lovye ithout E
condition. - if you make child/ren. In contrast to that, for the love of anyone else in
the world you have to fight for their love and you have to fulfil an awful lot of expec-
tations and respond to different needs of the other people in order to get the love out
of them _that yol want,or even just for the right of showing your love or physical
attraction. What adults want for their love is you ,your personality, your pleasing
abilities,and you have to create,pretend or destroy certain abilities, qualities and
skils and emotions and thoughts and behaviour and lifestyle etc. for their love or for
the right to expresss your love. An adult friend s love can withdraw extremely easily
it is never sure whether tomorrow you will get the same feelings and same relationship
and the same rights from an adult friend - but your small child「s love is guaranteed for
years. So-called “emotional security .

1 seriously guess that children love their parents because they feel this love is the
reason Ry they exist, this is that love why the parents wanted them and want them
and accept them _and serve them _and tolerate them or even like/love them 【 think
children understand the surbibal-importance of loving their parents - or later at least
to pretend to love or respect. Children are able to take the adults「 secret messages and
eXxpectations,they know what people want from them , they understand that loving
their parents is the most vital condition of their life otherwise they either die on the
street, or live in hatred cold atmosphere or in an institution. In my experience parents
can pardon everything except the_hate,the putting down,the refusal by their
children, sometimes by young in general,adults often freak out because a y0un&
person. told them an UgIy word or asked them to piss off etc. Parents and adults in
8general play that game of forcing the children and the young to like them , to respect
them - they _play this 84me because of two main reasons. One is the psychological,
and the _other is the social: the social-control function of “being materially and
mentally dependant on adults especially on the family. The “love of parents「 and the
“respect of the adults and old「 as a task and because of punishment, as an only choice,
means the mental dependancy, it means heayy socialization,as love in this culture
supposed to mean that you try to please the other ones and pleasing means that you
do what you Want to do, you are Whom they want you to be, you do What they
silently expect or you do what they tell. And what most of the parents want you to
be and to do, is being the good girls and the good boys of both of them and the
society and the system .

And 1 am afraid,that the two or the three come together: if you only want your
children to be the good boys and good girls of you, but being an 0ppositional e .8. an
anarchist,【 think 训 will be only an illusion,because if your children learn at home
what it means to be the nice, good , obedient child of you, they w训 learn and reprod-
uce this pleasing-ability and fears outside, in the school first then in any other situ-
ation. So if your children follow you in considering themselyes as anarchist it might
mean they are good obedient girls, Who want to believe in their parent「s opinion, and
they might not be anarchist in any respond or (lack of) rejection against you and
against the “society“or the system ..

As an adult 王 am able to realise the stupidity of the unconditioned-love and uncon-
ditioned-respect task of the children and the young, but as a child I was serving this
moral, because 1 needed my mother、This serving meant that 1 became minimum
identical with my mother, 1 can feel her in myself, and was properly socialized to

afraid that the essence of the parent-child relationship is so much against freedom and

independance of the child is far too too too too relative! By the Way I do not believe

that freedom is something you can GIV E,but freedom is something that you can

ring/exhort/force/ from Someone o from a lot of them 5y fighting or 训 What is the

difference between purely suppressing and radicil parents? Only that one is to 一ipg

amay more freedom of the children than the other. T know these differences w讨

determine the personality of the children, so I seriously think that these differences are

very important. 1 believe in these differences of the degree and essence of relative free-

dom and authority in the parent-children relationships, but I just cannot take Seriously

the concept of anarchist parents, 1 cannot believe in it. 1 believe parenthood is just as

bad for the children than the state-power for everybody-

But you might be a socialist-parent - When you think you are so I agree

with anarchism _and not with socialism - so T explain from that perspective what 【

mean . 1 think the socialist attitude means: When we W训 get the Power We 口议

gibe everybody what they need: food,jobs,accomodation, culture, freedom etc、

All they can do is support us now, and co-operate With us when We are in poWer. If

they don“t support us now,We haye to increase our PTopaganda Work and educate

them , and if tbhey don「t co-operate With us when we are in poWer, We will have to use

police,prisons,censura etc、against these Teactionaries. The anarchist attitude Say :

we w训 take (and now the “we“ means anyone, individuals, and not Party leaders) we

will TAKE TAKE TAKE what we need, and We will encourage eyerybody to take

what they need, and we Will create the means and organisations needed for life with-

out authority and state. It is not all about giping and having a nice state Who

considers itself father christmas.

It is not all about ashing the power-people to give us more, and 训 is also not about

asking them to allom us to“work「 and live. But it is about doing What We Want With-

out caring about whether it is not allowed, and showing how much We can free Our-

selves from “their lawsS, wishes, values, institutions etc. and being able to create new

values which do not serve them but against authority .

O.K . hGw about now being an anarchist-parent2 ˇAs far as 1 can understand the

situation 圹 e 力axim Xi what a parent can do is being a Socialist-parent: gioing Im OTe

*freedom “to the child, allouing the child to say NO a few times a day (of course still

forcing the child to do what she/he don「t want),etc. For me an anarchist child ( and

you Wrote your children are anarchist) would mean a child who is powerful, who does

what she/he wants,who is not afraid of and not the yictim of the power of the

parents and other adults, who try to determine her/his attitude without trying to

please the adults: the teachers, parents, the of the parents etc. - Now I have

suddenly realisedtwo things. First of all, when 1used that word . “powerful「 about the

child , 1 meant a different kind of power 〖 realised that all the time When ! was using

that word “power“ in the last pages, ! meant authority. Once a friend of mine Rosco,

told me that “power is something that you can give to peopleand not what you can

use against people「“. That time 1 understood that the word “power「 is used in contra-

dictory Ways,as for me the indibidual poter and 订 e institutionalised pouer s

contradiction,、 扔 e first makes y0u an independent person,and 抚 e second 仪Ges

others dependant 0n y04. 1 Want everybody to haye the “first kind of power, the

individual power Which is not used for taking away other people「s power. And ! want

no-one to have the institutionalised power: neither socialist parties and government,

nof “anarchist“ parents。

And 1 would like to be an “anarchist“ mother. 1 would like to talk with other parents,

finding out Where we could reduce 0ur POWer Over oufr children. But this would only

be iusion in family-situations. 1 dream about a commune Where more children

and more adults are living together, where the children have the choice of choosing

“parents「 and sisters and brothers、1 mean Where the child her/himself decides who ts

im portant for herhim _and whom sheJhe wants to use for what . If she/he can see anQ
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eXperience more children and adults living around she/he might he able lo See and
learn how to cope with “reality“, therefore it s nol needed anymore to force her/him
to learn the necessary Skills of surviving and “coping「. A 史 mily is an irrealistic thing
which is not only representing the society but at the same time it is tragically divided
separated from the society, from the others.
Children have the most incredible task in a 仪mily: they have not got the chance of

leauing their parents and sisters and brothers because they would D1E if they dared to
leave them , so they must love them _when they experience them as the tyrranical,
0PPressive, determiners above them. It is just tragice enough that these two emotions
or experiences haye to come together,to join each other and being confused with
each other,even to substitute each other, 1 mean to feel the tyrant in the parents and
to realise that the only choice is to love that tyrant, to feel the total yulnerability , so
to produce love for survival.

Of course the best that parents, nurses, teachers, adults, friends can do against the
children「s total dependency is o nut 5e afraid of children. But if an adult「s life and
relationship to power is not ok. she/he has to be afraid of the children - in general as
well。 And I guess, 1 am not sure,订 one「s life is ok, then she/he might not feel an
urgent or desperate need to make her/his own children and her/himself into parent -
and she/he might relate to other people「s children in a way how other parent「s would
neyer dream tol

Charlotte, you write about your role as a mother. What 1 clearly understood was
your confused desparateness, and you ask for help. 1 don“t know if 1 can help you,
but 1 would like to go into this confused desparateness, lt seemed that you do not
know What to do with your role and task as a mother. 1also don“t know what to do
with mine,but I definately don“t want to follow you in your self-destroying, hard-
Imothering trip - or is it only my perception of your three years breast-feeding and
decision that now you W训 be the best mother ? 1 might be Wrong, but 1 just guess
that if you were not relaxed with Millie, the reason could be rather your bad consc-
iousness than the two bottles that she got instead of breasts. And if you really had
bad consciousness Was the reason the two bottles or sSomething else, e.8. the opin-
ion that you were told about those mothers who give bottles sometimes and leave
the innocent new-born with terrible other people,e.8. the father of the child or
best friends.
Seeing your two kids T had the feeling that you had tried to screw out of your-

self everything What is good in you and almost all your energy and put into them .
Do you want to live for yourself and get as much as you give ? How do you consid-
er tbis ? Do you, as a mother feel the right to want and to get ? Do you buy
chocolate sometimes for yourseff ? You might or you might not, 1 don“t Know
enough about you, but 1 feel when I see you in your home that motherhood became
more important than yourself. 耳hy the hell did you want to become the best
mother ? And what the hell does it mean ?
One of the confusions is coming from the difficulty of the separation of two not

identical parts of the problem :
1. The Child

2. The Parenthood
For instance, if a parent wants to deny or to hate the parent-role it is usually unfor-
tunately understood as the denial or hatred of the child . If 1 say Lam fed up with the
twenty four hours nappy-changing, food-making, putting-into-bed , etc. people under-
stand it as if 1 was fed up with my CR dy they think I din“t like her, because if 1 had
liked her I wouldn“t notice the work that I do for her. Therefore parents most often
don“t dare to complain or don“t try to change their difficult situation because they
are afraid it would mean they are selfishs even unhuman !
Finally : if you ever want to make clear for your kids what「s going on and what is all

this family business and your rule and their position, then first you should make clear
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for yourself Ay you are doing i You should i ons i H anThesubstitutes too, and all your motivations ele , Y00 should mnake clear whelher youhave petty-bourgeois needs for Security,of linjtations o whether you felt youwould become more worthy 认 you had children or whether Yyou needed the clnotionsof the secured love or the fixed positions or whether Yyou just wanted to sce a mixtureof Chris and you, or Whether you thought you will be the free parent who can createAnarchist children _and Anarchist parcnts (therefore enjoying your “free“power)whether you wanted to make an experiment or whether you were scared to livewithout your children or without family,or whether Yyou thought you alone cannotenjoy life as much as through small childrens「 enjoyment etc. .either,whether - 1Know that 1 know the answer. T would like to ask YyOu : When Millie tells youthat you are controlling her, admit it and don“t be Self-defencing - that as what youwWere doing unfortunately when 1 was Pnce in your home,and _Millie started tocomplain, but no-one wanted to take it Seriously.

PJR1 Autum n 1980

 
1 want to add something (April 1981). Ofcourse it would be a Imuch better situationif lots of people would bw available for both children and parents. If communitiesCommunes or collectives would take together the responsibility of the work thatchildren need, and would also offer themselyes as Possibile friends for the childrenBut until this starts to be the practise of lots of people the help that friends canoffer remains “help“ to the parents and usually substitute “parenting「 to the childrenand 训 is too dangerous for the friends as parents need much help, they need realcommitments which uses lots of time,energy,libido , Space etc. : of the “helpers「Ht is not at all easy, that「s why the “Anarchists“ leave you alone with your children,

PIR1
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Such personal disillusionment can of course lead to

enlightenment - eyeryone has to start Somewhere, But

if your only response, to the discovery that life isn “t as

the story-books tell讨

,

is that“all men are Pigs「,then

Yyou havn“t even started. Feminine women alWays WeTe

a _pain in the neck,Militant femininity is no more

appealing, and no less reactionary .

Naturally, most “revolutionary “conviction “and

commitment grOws from personal experience , to some

extent _or “another. The same “goes for special

commitments to the struggles of particular sectors of

the community, and it“「s probably inevitable that such

Specialization “arises, defined by

Imeaningless ,

“Where it“5

aTbitraTy , OT “essentially matural

distinctions。

1find myself bothered by slogans like “Castrate All

Sexists,hich inyalidate themselves automatically in

assuming that all Sexists are male. Rm bothered by not

being able to make a joke about sex,Without being

accused of an inability to converse about anything else ,

Tm bothered by _being unable to eXpress a sexual

attraction,to a woman who「s likely to share many of

my VieWs on other matters, without being accused of

unconcern with her other qualities. Tm bothered by

the totally unwarranted assertion that I[m a potential

rapist, sim ply because Im male.

Personal pressure,then,has made me increasing1y

concerned with (distracted by7) my own oppression by

SeXism . Tve no difficulty understanding a Woman “s

concern With her own. How much more difficult is it

for any intelligent woman to ignore - after all, 1 Could ,

at a pinch, avoid feminist women , if 1 chose, whereas

n0 _Woman can avoid the sexism dominant

Society

in our

But there「s no excuse for allowing such specific issues

to prevent a more complete appreciation - both that

Specific issues are only elements in a whole, and that

We are ail oppressed and repressed by Sexism (or

racism , 0 WhateyeT).

AFFtTy 5 Ion
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coiEuns
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Sexism apart, then, what is the issue2 What is it that

the new sexism is helping to prevent us from discussing

fruitfully? What intrinsic im portance has it? Ironically ,

Perhaps, not a lot. Our society is obsessive about sex

like it「s obsessive about food; in fact, nieither is

important until you can“t get any.

Fucking and eating are both matters of giving, taking

and sharing Sensual enjoyment, and are most Tewarding

in good company、They are, amongst the sim ple

Pleasures of life, which we ought to be able to take for

granted . In a Tational society, Such a8 We s anarchists

are seeking, they Would be taken for granted .

Most people in _this society (and,to be fair to

Ourselyes,in every“other knownt Society,past and

present) “distinguish “between “fucking and other

Pleasant activities, on the basis

intimacy involyed .

of the personal

This i a Teal factor: It amounts to a Imutual negation

of personal space, an agreed inyasion of one another“s

territory; but that applies as much to the entwining of

tongues, Or even 0f arms, as it does to the interlocking

of genitals. The difference between those acts - eXCept

insofar as love isn“t alWay s accompanied by physical

desire - is in the,degree of sensual pleasure (fron

cosiness to orgasm ) directly afforded to one or another

of the parties involyved.:To insist on any more

significant distinction between fucking (or its variants)

and the related forms of intimacy is to accept the

mystique with which society traditionally drapes our

genitals.(4) “

The moral distinctions,with which ,commonly,we

seek to justify that mystique, arise out of the

probab迈ty of pregnancy , Which need nno longer shape

Our seXUal attitudes. (5〗

All of which is easy to s4y - and even easief to agree

with,since it allows us another opportunity to SWeep

the whole subject under the carpet. But the fact is that

even We are incapable,apparently,of a rational

approach to seX WWe simply can t afford to take it for

granted,unt讨 we“ve arrived at a Consistent revolut-

ionary theory of sexuality,and internalized that

theory in our individual lives:
SeX itself is too Wide a Subject for me to expand 0n

further,constructively、At this point,I may as Wel

sit back and challenge my Comrades t0 suggest Teas0nis

why they capitualte, on matters of sex,to tbe

dominant “culture; why they Knowingly maintain

repressive “relationships and _oppressive _domestic

arrangements,and refuse even to admit that they “re

compromising. 奶hy do aanarchists marry (in the real

sense,all legal and religious irrelevancies aside)? Why

do they“fall in love“? How can they admit jealousy,

Without acknowledging its total incompatibility with

any libertarian seX ethic2

The only convincing (i.e、honest) reason TVye eyer

been “offered is that our socialization “makes a

18

   

consistently libertarian approach just too hard to live

upˇto。 That only makes discussion,leading to

solidarity,all the more essential. The fact that sex is

generally, if not necessarily, a private matter can t be

used forever to condemn individuals to struggle alone

and unheeded . 1

 

 

Notes:

(U) No,m not claiming that the Women“s Movement

is prudish by necessity or definition (though it may be

argued tbat 让“s sexism is inevitable).I am saying that

prudery is the most noticeable feature of a large,

grTOWing and voluble tendency Whose current domin-

ance ailows them “to insist (and eyen to conyinee

People} that their distaste for sex is somehow a logical

conseqtence _of an anti-sexist stance,Tather thanl a

sym ptom of their own imbalance.

It「s not enough, incidentally, to point out that some of

those d call pIudes haye progressed a long Way -

intellectually,at least - fronl the traditional negative

view of their own _and other women“s bodies.The

essential characteristic of prudery has alWays been

disapproval of otfer people「s sexuality; in this case,

that usually means disapprowal of all male sexuality

(except perhaps male homosexuality, which isn t

Significantly different , but is safe).

(2) For the purpose of this article, the term “feminist「

is to be taken as meaning ot a cham pion of individual

female autonomy,but rather a particular type of

female sexist - see note (1) aboye. It may be extended ,

to include a particular type of guilt-ridden miale (pro-

female) sexist.The term “sexist“alone would do the

job for me,but is too open to misunderstanding bec-

ause 0f its correct application to people of a more

conventional tendency、For conyenience, I acquiesce

in the use of a concept (“feminist ) whose meaning, it

may be argued, has been corrupted by its main users -

the neW SeXists。

Tt may be worth stating that Im not attacking any

particular consistent theory , Such as lesbian separatism .

19

It may be that all lesbian separatists would fall within

the Scope of my criticism,but they“re not alone in

that, and I attach far less im portance than they do, to

their practical sexual orientation. In any case, they “Te

unlikely ever to be dominant in the sense of being the

majority; the sexism Im trying to describe is more

irritating,and more dangerous, in its popular form -

am 0ngst menl and women with half-baked notions of

Teyolution and more-or-less fashionable aspirations to

non-sexism.The

_

vast majority of them happen to be

heteroseXual,

(3) It has been objected that this line of argument is

reminiscent of such popular rem arks as“All she needs

is a good fuck,and “She only carries on like that

because she can t get herself a man“. There is infact no

logical connection between Such moronic propositions

and What I have said - and nothing could haye been

further from my mind than such a connection - but 1

m ay as Well take this opportunity to stress that. The

sort of disillusionment to which I refer has nothing to

do necessarily with the extent or quality of an indiv-

idual「s seX life as such .

It is rather the result of having been conditioned into

certain eXpectations and demands of another indiv-

idual, and of then “discovering that that persont

considers those exXpectations and demands to be

unreasonable (and rightly so, usually).

This experience,clearly , is not exclusive to feminists;

讨 is a yery common experience, and may apply as Well

to Linda Loyelace as to Mother Theresa.

(4) Vigilant puritans w训 have noticed a disturbing

im plication of this argument,It follows,from the

demystification concerning genitals,that Tape i a

2Ssault ike any “other.。 It “reflects the

repression and 0ppression of both sexes in our society .

criminal

It is also the most complete perversion of fucking,

since it ensures non-enjoyment of an act Whose

prim ary function should be pleasure.By its nature ,

Tape inyolves a. high degree of sustained violent inter-

ference; the mechanics of the act make it virtually

impossible to commit casually or spontaneously ,1t

is, therefore, totally “inexcusable “under “any

it not the“fate Worse than

death“ of Victorian melodrama.

(5) Tspeak ideally ,of course, here as elseWhere . I Know

circumstances - but

very wWell that contraception is a battle not yet won.

David J Campbell

T claim the“「self-control“prize for this issue ,

by resisting the temptationl to fill this space

in “with some incisive,witty and brilliantly

Sarcastic anti-male commmentt.
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Fucking and eating are both matters of giving, taking

and sharing Sensual enjoyment, and are most Tewarding

in good company、They are, amongst the sim ple

Pleasures of life, which we ought to be able to take for

granted . In a Tational society, Such a8 We s anarchists

are seeking, they Would be taken for granted .

Most people in _this society (and,to be fair to

Ourselyes,in every“other knownt Society,past and

present) “distinguish “between “fucking and other

Pleasant activities, on the basis

intimacy involyed .

of the personal

This i a Teal factor: It amounts to a Imutual negation

of personal space, an agreed inyasion of one another“s

territory; but that applies as much to the entwining of

tongues, Or even 0f arms, as it does to the interlocking

of genitals. The difference between those acts - eXCept

insofar as love isn“t alWay s accompanied by physical

desire - is in the,degree of sensual pleasure (fron

cosiness to orgasm ) directly afforded to one or another

of the parties involyved.:To insist on any more

significant distinction between fucking (or its variants)

and the related forms of intimacy is to accept the

mystique with which society traditionally drapes our

genitals.(4) “

The moral distinctions,with which ,commonly,we

seek to justify that mystique, arise out of the

probab迈ty of pregnancy , Which need nno longer shape

Our seXUal attitudes. (5〗

All of which is easy to s4y - and even easief to agree

with,since it allows us another opportunity to SWeep

the whole subject under the carpet. But the fact is that

even We are incapable,apparently,of a rational

approach to seX WWe simply can t afford to take it for

granted,unt讨 we“ve arrived at a Consistent revolut-

ionary theory of sexuality,and internalized that

theory in our individual lives:
SeX itself is too Wide a Subject for me to expand 0n

further,constructively、At this point,I may as Wel

sit back and challenge my Comrades t0 suggest Teas0nis

why they capitualte, on matters of sex,to tbe

dominant “culture; why they Knowingly maintain

repressive “relationships and _oppressive _domestic

arrangements,and refuse even to admit that they “re

compromising. 奶hy do aanarchists marry (in the real

sense,all legal and religious irrelevancies aside)? Why

do they“fall in love“? How can they admit jealousy,

Without acknowledging its total incompatibility with

any libertarian seX ethic2

The only convincing (i.e、honest) reason TVye eyer

been “offered is that our socialization “makes a
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consistently libertarian approach just too hard to live

upˇto。 That only makes discussion,leading to

solidarity,all the more essential. The fact that sex is

generally, if not necessarily, a private matter can t be

used forever to condemn individuals to struggle alone

and unheeded . 1

 

 

Notes:

(U) No,m not claiming that the Women“s Movement

is prudish by necessity or definition (though it may be

argued tbat 让“s sexism is inevitable).I am saying that

prudery is the most noticeable feature of a large,

grTOWing and voluble tendency Whose current domin-

ance ailows them “to insist (and eyen to conyinee

People} that their distaste for sex is somehow a logical

conseqtence _of an anti-sexist stance,Tather thanl a

sym ptom of their own imbalance.

It「s not enough, incidentally, to point out that some of

those d call pIudes haye progressed a long Way -

intellectually,at least - fronl the traditional negative

view of their own _and other women“s bodies.The

essential characteristic of prudery has alWays been

disapproval of otfer people「s sexuality; in this case,

that usually means disapprowal of all male sexuality

(except perhaps male homosexuality, which isn t

Significantly different , but is safe).

(2) For the purpose of this article, the term “feminist「

is to be taken as meaning ot a cham pion of individual

female autonomy,but rather a particular type of

female sexist - see note (1) aboye. It may be extended ,

to include a particular type of guilt-ridden miale (pro-

female) sexist.The term “sexist“alone would do the

job for me,but is too open to misunderstanding bec-

ause 0f its correct application to people of a more

conventional tendency、For conyenience, I acquiesce

in the use of a concept (“feminist ) whose meaning, it

may be argued, has been corrupted by its main users -

the neW SeXists。

Tt may be worth stating that Im not attacking any

particular consistent theory , Such as lesbian separatism .
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It may be that all lesbian separatists would fall within

the Scope of my criticism,but they“re not alone in

that, and I attach far less im portance than they do, to

their practical sexual orientation. In any case, they “Te

unlikely ever to be dominant in the sense of being the

majority; the sexism Im trying to describe is more

irritating,and more dangerous, in its popular form -

am 0ngst menl and women with half-baked notions of

Teyolution and more-or-less fashionable aspirations to

non-sexism.The

_

vast majority of them happen to be

heteroseXual,

(3) It has been objected that this line of argument is

reminiscent of such popular rem arks as“All she needs

is a good fuck,and “She only carries on like that

because she can t get herself a man“. There is infact no

logical connection between Such moronic propositions

and What I have said - and nothing could haye been

further from my mind than such a connection - but 1

m ay as Well take this opportunity to stress that. The

sort of disillusionment to which I refer has nothing to

do necessarily with the extent or quality of an indiv-

idual「s seX life as such .

It is rather the result of having been conditioned into

certain eXpectations and demands of another indiv-

idual, and of then “discovering that that persont

considers those exXpectations and demands to be

unreasonable (and rightly so, usually).

This experience,clearly , is not exclusive to feminists;

讨 is a yery common experience, and may apply as Well

to Linda Loyelace as to Mother Theresa.

(4) Vigilant puritans w训 have noticed a disturbing

im plication of this argument,It follows,from the

demystification concerning genitals,that Tape i a

2Ssault ike any “other.。 It “reflects the

repression and 0ppression of both sexes in our society .

criminal

It is also the most complete perversion of fucking,

since it ensures non-enjoyment of an act Whose

prim ary function should be pleasure.By its nature ,

Tape inyolves a. high degree of sustained violent inter-

ference; the mechanics of the act make it virtually

impossible to commit casually or spontaneously ,1t

is, therefore, totally “inexcusable “under “any

it not the“fate Worse than

death“ of Victorian melodrama.

(5) Tspeak ideally ,of course, here as elseWhere . I Know

circumstances - but

very wWell that contraception is a battle not yet won.

David J Campbell

T claim the“「self-control“prize for this issue ,

by resisting the temptationl to fill this space

in “with some incisive,witty and brilliantly

Sarcastic anti-male commmentt.
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下i too 0ften, 0zeber,he reUolUtionary ] 0DeIM ent
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IFor instnce 场ere Q7e 扔0se Qm0ng US - 仪 e a1l
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1e北 0here执 e SYDject 0 ay 05 eue 5e Qiscssedle55
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Since Sion Whellens evidently considers my article
unworthy of may _be that the PToper
Tes8ponse to his would be no response at all; but in the
interest of serious debate (which is .what Dm
attem pting,whatever Sion「s view of my contributionl
50 far),the following remarks are, 【 think, in order.

My article is about sex and the nieed to discuss it,

5 Well as about sexism : Indeed,the discussion of

SeXism Wa8 neceSSaIy 问 坊

茁

particylar instance only

because of its relevance to the preyention of useful

discussion about seX“It「s8 a Sion concerns

himself only with the issue ofsexism , though no more

nor less than d _have expected:, 【 must confess,

however,that T was surprised by the form of his

criticism it“「s very sad that someone with the intelli-

gence to avoid his, tendency「s .eustomary mode of

eXpression should be so blinded by dogmatism and
8gender-guilt as to be unable to see that his analogy is

fundamentally unsound ,

There is nothing meaningless「 or “natural“ about the

distinctions to _which “he refers.。 The distinctions

between cop and criminal,screW and con,bourgeois

and WOrker,are _consequences and effects of the

Present social system . They are by definition author-

itarian and therefore, in our terms,0ppressive. ft is,

a5 it Were, an article of anarchist faith that the relation-

Ship of cop and criminal, screw and con, bougeois and

WOTKer, is WTong。

The male/female distinction,on _the other hand, is
not socially created but a matter of biological fact.

The authoritarian relationship of man and woman , that

We observe noW , s not a necessary Consequence of the

     

difference between them but a perversion of it, It 林
therefore, not only reasonable but eCeS5aIy to state
that “that “relationship ˇwould “be fundamentally
different (i.e.、 not authoritarian) in an anarchist
society - Whereas, to Say that anarchy Would “change“
the relations between cop and criminal, screW and con ,
bourgeois and worker,Would of course be quite as
ludicrous as Sion suggests. We assume that an anarchist
society Would not include socio-economic classes or
their trappings (such as police and prisons); but there s
little we could do about the fact that the sexes EXist ,
even if We Wanted to .

The refusal or inability to vieW sex eXCept in terms of
Power-relations is sexist. So is any equation of sex and
material commodities、(My comparison was between
fucking and eating, though I used the word “food「 in

the first instance: food is not Wealth, in the sense of
POwWer,Unless 让「s witheld from others: just as sexual
access to another is not an imposition unless it「s with-
out willing consent.)

Sion is clearly one of those that delight in calling
others sexist. I dare say he“d be perplexed at having the
charge returned, if only he Were prepared to think
about 讨 that much. His confusion is,of course,the
Very Teason for the offending part of my article,It
arises from “an acceptance of the Package-deal
Caricature of anti-sexism

_

nowW current, and the conse-
quent sense “of solidarity which “makes thought
UnnecessaTy.

D.J.Campbell.
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e
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CorRaRe cRom2ping _
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e

irre-

Qucible _n 让of iester society

eeds Q 5ec0RQ,扒ird,zQmy looRs

5ut ta try ta auoid 执e issye训 Q

Sinlple,materialist “reductions of

Y0HF editorial 许R节 elping 072-

0Re 0r QR抒

训
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Dear Anarchy,,

The priority of the anarchist is

revolution. The anarchist does not

wait for revolution but strives to

unlesh the reVolutionary potential

latent in society by the most

effective and rapid means、The

Anarchy “Collective “may well

desire to

_

write about their ownt

personal eXperiences of sex and

kids,(and drugs and rock n「 roll

if they likeD) but in doing so they

could bear in mind the following :

There is an overall need for prop-

aganda to foster activism ,(prefer-

ably “clandestine activities, the

not being Teady as yet to

take to the streets) and we als0

have a need for practical ideas

about What the possib记ties are

for action both now and in the

future, for revolution (how to

defend ourselves, and what with:

how to go on the offensiye,etc)

and a continuing “analysis “of

what“s going on both locally and

internationally. A whole two

issues “of “an anarchist “papef

devoted to the state of our heads

won“t “bring the revolution any

nearer. And when pToducing artic-

les like whats appeared in the last

two issues of“Anarchy“ those inv-

olyed in the revolutionary Anarch-

ist paper could at least write them

from an anarchist point of view by

根

relating the way We feel about sex

etc、 to our feelings and actions as

anarchists conforming in a capital-

ist society,thereby developing a

critique of the whole and altern-

atives to it. Otherwise the articles

aTe Useless.。

Whether we liberate ourselves sex-

ually or not isn “t going to make us

or the society anarchist and isn 1

going to bring us any closer t

violent reyolution . And this. 5 an -

archists,is not only what should

0cCupy 0ur energies,but is our pr-

iority .

民 .M .
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not socially created but a matter of biological fact.
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Dear Anarchy,,

The priority of the anarchist is

revolution. The anarchist does not

wait for revolution but strives to

unlesh the reVolutionary potential

latent in society by the most

effective and rapid means、The

Anarchy “Collective “may well

desire to

_

write about their ownt

personal eXperiences of sex and

kids,(and drugs and rock n「 roll

if they likeD) but in doing so they

could bear in mind the following :

There is an overall need for prop-

aganda to foster activism ,(prefer-

ably “clandestine activities, the

not being Teady as yet to

take to the streets) and we als0

have a need for practical ideas

about What the possib记ties are

for action both now and in the

future, for revolution (how to

defend ourselves, and what with:

how to go on the offensiye,etc)

and a continuing “analysis “of

what“s going on both locally and

internationally. A whole two

issues “of “an anarchist “papef

devoted to the state of our heads

won“t “bring the revolution any

nearer. And when pToducing artic-

les like whats appeared in the last

two issues of“Anarchy“ those inv-

olyed in the revolutionary Anarch-

ist paper could at least write them

from an anarchist point of view by

根

relating the way We feel about sex

etc、 to our feelings and actions as

anarchists conforming in a capital-

ist society,thereby developing a

critique of the whole and altern-

atives to it. Otherwise the articles

aTe Useless.。

Whether we liberate ourselves sex-

ually or not isn “t going to make us

or the society anarchist and isn 1

going to bring us any closer t

violent reyolution . And this. 5 an -

archists,is not only what should

0cCupy 0ur energies,but is our pr-

iority .

民 .M .



WORK IS PAINFUL, BORING AND BAD FOR

YˇOUR HEALTH.

So0 ls walking 200 miles for the right to do it.

 

The te&t.0f 扣 e Jollouwing is reprinted from a leajlet,icR was Qistr记 zted at a raJly to Q1友 扒e end 0f 坊e

Peoples MarcR for JoDps i May.
 

Except for the Iucky few collectives (or run-

ning right to work campaigns 7), Work is fucking aWful.

While most ofms have a need or desire to do something

useful of Creative,a few memories of our last jobs

should dispel the 训usion that “york「“ has anything to

do with that:Very. few of us actually ant-to spenid

most of our lives in some factory,office or shop for

piss-all money 一 or for that matter,any amount of

m oney: Trained to perform “repetitious and boring

tasKs“of dubious social Value 一 in a situation over

which we have no control 一 we Spend the rest of our

time preparing for those eight hours 一 travelling at

ridiculous fares to and from work, shopping, cooking,

8going to bed early s0 We Can get Hp earIy for

Even wWhen we re on the dole, much of our time is

controlled、Hours are spent waiting on lines for oyer-

priced and shoddy goods,sitting through banal TV

Shows because_We t afford to go out any m ore ,

doing more housework because the kids don“t have any

Where to g0. Then we“ve got to argue With the social

security bureaucrats over the money We receive, While

they punish us for not working by cutting our dole so

that we can barely eat and only pay some of the bills.

The time we may hawve has no Value because every--

thing must be paid for and we have no money. After

a While the worst job looks good because giye a

little extra cash.

In this situation _the TUC and the left (from “the

Labour Party to the SWP and beyond) is attempting

to organise us to appeal to the capitalist state for jobs.

This time around , the“reserve army“of the hnemploy-

ed has exchanged the traditional Right to Work orange

vests for green anoraks and perhaps nicer manmiers, The

involvement of the TUC in this latest right to work「

frolic does not reflect any real unity between employ-

ed and unem ployed to actually claim control of their

lives,The trade union bureaucracy is attempting to

channel discontent among the unemployed into a

conservative and m anageable form 一 a Ya8gUe “CaIm paignl

for jobs“that is supported by em ployers, the Labour

Party and the clergy. They are disturbed by the pro-

spect of people acting outside the conventional “lab-

our movement「,potentially threatening the fragile

System “of negotiation and compromise in which

union officials as Well as employers haye a Stake.

Labour,left and community leaders who put the

“blame“for unemployment on riots miss the point.

Many unemployed people involved in _uprisings in

Zurich,Berlin,Amsterdam and Derry 一 as wWell 85

Bristol and Brixton 一 Were rebelling against all use-

less boring jpbs,against hierarchies and controls, and

against state Tepression. Such _demands can“t be arb-

itrated or negotiated in a contract !

Groups Hike the Socialist W orkers Party say that they

are to the “left,of Labour and the TUC leadership ,

but don“t offer anything 坊at different. For all their

claims to be revolutionary and anti-capitalist,they

only Want to reform the Same System 、 An example of

their 「socialist society“ 一 “If an ambulance driver or a

solicitor earned the _same as eYeryone else,then 训

Would be irresponsible for him or her to go on strike

for more money.“(Paul Foot - 8ocialist 伟orker 27th .

January 79). So we山 still have jobs,and wages 一 and

solicitors 一 but no strikes. Their touching conceTn for

Our “Welfare“ ensures tbat the left cant understand the

struggles tbat they hope to lead, they cannot see that

We Want to get rid of isolation,sacrifice,roles and

hierarchy-、The SWP betrays itself with slogans like

“Vote Labour without ilusions“ - rather like asking

People to pIay for rain but not believe in God .

Most work is useless in terms of our real social and

Personal needs、For exam ple,jobs connected with

advertising, insurance, bureaucTacy, arm aIments ,

sales,and the production of useless commodities 一

they all do nothing but directly service capital and the

state、Whole industries devote themselves to social

manipulation 一 social work,manageIment,1aW enfor-

cement. In addition,a large percentage of productive

jobs which inyolve repetetive assem bly -line work

could be done by machines、Some say “we don “t

mind robots doing our work but We don“t Want them

taking OuT Wages8.“ 日 e say,“Let robots do the WOTK -

fuck wages - We don“t want 0ur“fair share“of cap-

italist profits 一 we want it all Dignity of Labour )

Crap 1 If people didn“t hayve to spend eight or nine

hours in the office,factory,or site plus two or three

hours travelling then they wouldn“t. Whatever necess-

ary pToductive and creative work that remained to be

done in an anarchist/comm unist society would be

organised and distributed equally by all of s,amongst

ourselves.Technology could be further applied to

lessen the few nasty jobs that Temained to be done.

But we wi control it 一 it won“t control us.

Unemployment isn“t going to go away no matter how

many “sSocialists「“ we elect to Iun capitalism ,The most

optimistic election promise is that it won“t increase

quite so Tapidly,of for packages of Special measuTes

丿卜

 

do disguise the _problem 一 “Youth Opportunities“,

job opportunities“, “retraining「, “early retirement“.

Right to 外ork campaigns that rely on employed

workers using“their TUsc1e to force “full

employment〉 from “tbhe state lead only to Public

Works schemes and labour Camps,as in the thirties.

The conservitives fancy that much “reform “ themselyes

just to let hs qualify forany dole at all: Any intellig-

ent capitalist must be piesing themselyes with laughter

at the idea that people am& 《ighting for 块at - and this

time they?re putting up the Sh . Official sponsors of

the marchk for-jobs include Tysons contractors,one

of Mersyside“s Iargest employers. (Guardian 251418 1.)

The CBI meme Iuld find the spectac16

of a hand-picked,sorefooted uniformed “army,“of

unemployed humbly petitioning the state and cap-

ital for jobs吴 TeaSSUTing Sight, Large umbers of people

questioning and acting against the grind of “employ-

ment“ and Poyerty of ,“emmployment“would be

cause for Te

 

We be foreed into choosing between Naged

and unwaged eXploitation,、We don twant the “right

to Work“、We w训 do what We need to,to survive,

but basically “want “to have a fucking good time .

That means 句e have to control what we haye to do ,

be it surviving nowW or organising for a better future-

 

not leaders,parties,cops, SWP or TUC stewards,or

anyone“ else:No more waiting,for tbe “right time“

or until “after tbhe revolution「“,Wewe ]iyed with the

fesults of “realism「“,of negotiations and comproinises

by left “leaders「 long enough.

We:l actxdirectly in the streets, the workplaces and 人 e

SupermarkBts, seizing for Ourselves as much time,

I Oney, and cgltrol as We can. This means hoth pQsi-

tively pooling ide8&&, Skills, and energy am ongst 0uIrse1-

ves and disrupting WK everyday conditions we「“ve been

taught to see 25 uncfangeable. If we Want to travel

somewhere We

_

won 沐 pay. If we need 0r want sSome-

加ing we“l take it. If:some of us have children 6Td-

endants to take care of, we“ll share the responsibitity .

If we don“t want to Work for a day , We“11 sabotage the

production line or office proceedures、1f we don t

Want tbe cops in _04T area, We山 throw them “out,

We occupy any,wseful building,workplace o1

facility 一 and carTy“ˇ“on pToduction and SeTyices as

e Want them _to be、All the politicians,bureaucrats,

union officials, and bosses havye to be bypassed and ign -

ored,、Lets throw the failed slogans and fake corp-

olate、fuling class “solutions“ from “the thirties on

the dustheap where tbey belong

!

We can find ways

to shatter the existing order if we hse our imaginat-

ions 一 organising with_our friends, neighbours, WoIK-

Imates against the “proper chanmels“-and for 0urselyes.

丝 duertise emt
 

                   
  

 

Didyouknow40%offires start like ihis?

 

Arson,befieve itornot isone of the blggest causes of fre world-wide - along
With cigarettes,sparks from machinery and explosionss

Those fres cost Britain a ecord 2469 milion last year- not t mention
lostjobslostorderslostopportunitiesto expand and compete

Worse stil, 40% of frms Who have a serious fire are lost from the
commercial scene for goodThey neverrecover

Mery ltte can be done tb stop the determined arsonist But you can
make Sure that a fre once it has started never becomes So serious that i
damages your business

By instaling Colt Automatic FireVentiation、
The biggest obstacles to ffre fghting are smoke and intense

heat A 10 foot square fire can completely smoke-log an
urventiated 200.000 cu仗factoryinjust3 minutes

By eleasing the smoke heat and fumes harmlessly to
the sky in seconds Colt Automatic Fire Ventilation saves

plantstock and lves:
The smoke is confined to a small area, and the

fremen can easity see to put out the
Production often being possible the next day

Colt Automatic Fire Ventilation doesnt
just minimise the crippling effects of fre
匕 also provides day-to-day ventiation,achieving

optimum temperatures for greater productivity in
Summer ime and js sealed against heat losses in winter

tosave hundreds ofpounds on your uel bils too 1
Why not askColtto come and gve you affee survey ofyour 、

s prermises without delay? :
Well examine all your heating and ventiation needs whiie were there

and after weve installed asystem wil check 尧 regularly every yearoo
We cantt stop fres starting, whether by the arsonist or by a carelessly |

dropped cigaretie 1
But we can make sure they dont finish your business once and for all
Colt Intemational Limited (Health and Safety at Work) Havant Hampshire

PO9 2LY Telephone:(0705) felex:86218
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Dear Anarchy ,
Anarchy 31 _Was 8

lively issue and “It Happened in
Venice“ caught my attention paf-
ticularly:,All the other items on
SeXUality more _or less confirmed
the theoretical notions if sexXual-
ity within anarchy,but“It Happ-
ened“ raised, quite persistently ,
some good questions - although
I did think the reasoning.a b 讨
Imudqdled.,

The feeling of “being in love“1
do not find so brain-rotting as
the “Writer.。 Nor“do T entirely
condemn ,notions “of romantic
love - in fact it does seem Tather
PTat-like to _reject a vital exper-
ience because itching at the back
of ones brain 0r heart is the recog-
nition (mentioned by the writeI)
that this experience and need is
eXploited by whatever arm “of
state 0ppTession you care to name,
OK , it「s exploited and twisted and
cheapened and manipulated,but
this seems to me not enough Tea-
S0n to _Wipe _out its existence -
wouldn“t this wipe-out haye the
m anipulators laughing up “their
sleeves and be playing the game
of desensitising hum anity 7All the
better to control you.

Love「s quality of mystique is
Precisely a quality -which I und
valuable. 友hilst analysis and hnid -
erstanding are vital to political

theory,its ab-use 【 find as Valu-

able “as sWallowing “one「s 0wWn

ideological taiL - oneneeds to

eXperience “brainrest “and “just

SeRse : sim ply 5e,and, if part of

that “be-ing involyes the warm
chemistry of love,then I for one

aImml not going t0 Imake efforts to

eradicate it simply because it may

be ideologically sound or even

tactically effective,It is too Vital

a part of our humanity
.

to _be

pounded into dust following the

cheap exam ple of the maniphlat-

L

Perhaps I should explain that I do

not equate 10Ve or Tomantic lovVe

with the_exploitiye scenarios of
“finding a man central to 0ne 「s
4Hfe“ -eetpling eternally“ or with
the natural pleaSures of seXhality
alone or with a sym pathetic part-

ner partners.WWhich is why 【
found “t appened:,a muddled
Personal Witness Tather “than “a

Sound from which to Spring

into activity.To take One eXaIm ple

“falling in loyve“need not involye

loss- of“pride or autonomy.Of
course it Gan involve that,and

LO0VME

sometimes does,but it need not
and often doesn t,so therefore it“s
not Teason enough to dismiss or
avoid “the experience.Falling inl
love can mean political awakening
(the revolutionary love of Carl
Harp giyes a foot-note to this),a
basis for real solidarity ,a sharing
and

“

giving of experience and
pleasure learning-understanding-
communicationsfun 1aughter-teaTs ,
through which to list and catalog-
ue humanity fulfils a need to
CTeate and act,to determine its
Own life - otherwise we might just
258 Well all go home and hibernate
in an isolated politically “correct「
shell for eyer.Falling in love I rec-
ently read described as being glad
of the existence of someone/thing
apart from 0nes self - and,With
humanity being naturally gTegar-
ious,l see no Teason not to sense
that and to be joyfulin-mystique
in that.

There haVve been ,and aTe,0CCasionmis

When T can be as prat-like and

m onosyllabic“in love“ as those ob-

serVed by 「the writer,but I in no
Way Tegard this as a condemniation

of my 0Wn feelings - rather a con-

demnation of the society in which
I move,which cannot see,cope,un -

derstand , learm, Sym pathise, 4se ,
Share laugh at,sparkK With ,a signiif-
icant and “yital primal Urge、An
Uurge to Create,comm unicate,an d
to assert individuality and self-det-
ermination in a gregarious con-
text.This desire I see exploited but
at least Fand the writer,and manty
others,are building a 8TOwing
2W 【 see no danger
less We cop out.
Enough for now.
Over to you 人 nmnl
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Dear Anarchy ,
Anarchy 31 _Was 8

lively issue and “It Happened in
Venice“ caught my attention paf-
ticularly:,All the other items on
SeXUality more _or less confirmed
the theoretical notions if sexXual-
ity within anarchy,but“It Happ-
ened“ raised, quite persistently ,
some good questions - although
I did think the reasoning.a b 讨
Imudqdled.,

The feeling of “being in love“1
do not find so brain-rotting as
the “Writer.。 Nor“do T entirely
condemn ,notions “of romantic
love - in fact it does seem Tather
PTat-like to _reject a vital exper-
ience because itching at the back
of ones brain 0r heart is the recog-
nition (mentioned by the writeI)
that this experience and need is
eXploited by whatever arm “of
state 0ppTession you care to name,
OK , it「s exploited and twisted and
cheapened and manipulated,but
this seems to me not enough Tea-
S0n to _Wipe _out its existence -
wouldn“t this wipe-out haye the
m anipulators laughing up “their
sleeves and be playing the game
of desensitising hum anity 7All the
better to control you.

Love「s quality of mystique is
Precisely a quality -which I und
valuable. 友hilst analysis and hnid -
erstanding are vital to political

theory,its ab-use 【 find as Valu-

able “as sWallowing “one「s 0wWn

ideological taiL - oneneeds to

eXperience “brainrest “and “just

SeRse : sim ply 5e,and, if part of

that “be-ing involyes the warm
chemistry of love,then I for one

aImml not going t0 Imake efforts to

eradicate it simply because it may

be ideologically sound or even

tactically effective,It is too Vital

a part of our humanity
.

to _be

pounded into dust following the

cheap exam ple of the maniphlat-

L

Perhaps I should explain that I do

not equate 10Ve or Tomantic lovVe

with the_exploitiye scenarios of
“finding a man central to 0ne 「s
4Hfe“ -eetpling eternally“ or with
the natural pleaSures of seXhality
alone or with a sym pathetic part-

ner partners.WWhich is why 【
found “t appened:,a muddled
Personal Witness Tather “than “a

Sound from which to Spring

into activity.To take One eXaIm ple

“falling in loyve“need not involye

loss- of“pride or autonomy.Of
course it Gan involve that,and

LO0VME

sometimes does,but it need not
and often doesn t,so therefore it“s
not Teason enough to dismiss or
avoid “the experience.Falling inl
love can mean political awakening
(the revolutionary love of Carl
Harp giyes a foot-note to this),a
basis for real solidarity ,a sharing
and

“

giving of experience and
pleasure learning-understanding-
communicationsfun 1aughter-teaTs ,
through which to list and catalog-
ue humanity fulfils a need to
CTeate and act,to determine its
Own life - otherwise we might just
258 Well all go home and hibernate
in an isolated politically “correct「
shell for eyer.Falling in love I rec-
ently read described as being glad
of the existence of someone/thing
apart from 0nes self - and,With
humanity being naturally gTegar-
ious,l see no Teason not to sense
that and to be joyfulin-mystique
in that.

There haVve been ,and aTe,0CCasionmis

When T can be as prat-like and

m onosyllabic“in love“ as those ob-

serVed by 「the writer,but I in no
Way Tegard this as a condemniation

of my 0Wn feelings - rather a con-

demnation of the society in which
I move,which cannot see,cope,un -

derstand , learm, Sym pathise, 4se ,
Share laugh at,sparkK With ,a signiif-
icant and “yital primal Urge、An
Uurge to Create,comm unicate,an d
to assert individuality and self-det-
ermination in a gregarious con-
text.This desire I see exploited but
at least Fand the writer,and manty
others,are building a 8TOwing
2W 【 see no danger
less We cop out.
Enough for now.
Over to you 人 nmnl
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LOOK at this geezer (on the right) -is he aSKing the
Way to the labour exchange? 外 ere the thousands
inyolved in _April「s uprising and riot in Brixto
aSking for jobs2 Look at the picture at the bottom:
What are they holding in their hands

-

petitions,
classified job ads, copies of the Morning Star letters

5 to their M.P.s or labour party membership forms2

 

E

  

  

BRIXTON was a step in the right direction、Not
only did people let out their anger against the every-
day boredom hardship and repression, but they also
a a fucking good

 

NOW two months later,we _haye this “People「s
March「, a Left Front just like the Right to Work et

。for cashing in on disconteht, but try ing to make sure
_we ae reduced to begging from, instead of getting
rid of and Changin& the System 、They must think
We「re m oromis。  

  

荣 much for their fake fake “resistance“ and
fake fun「. We a neW Wonld . “
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